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There is a great variety of textbooks on the English language. The consecution of teaching English in
them is different. Students often learn English without understanding it. The basis of any language is
its grammar. The basis of English grammar is a predicate. Analysis of the English predicate structure
allowed to reveal its inherent logicality that has a character of a law. The logicality is described with
the help of a table and equations. The optimum consecution of the English predicate teaching is given
in the form of a scheme. This logicality became a basis for working out an optimum consecution of
teaching English that makes the process of studying English intelligible and consequently much easier
and shorter.
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Introduction

When the English
mastering of English grammar presents the

studying language
greatest difficulties. My practical experience of
being a professional translator of English scientific
and technical texts has allowed me to come to
the conclusion that in the English sentence the
predominant role is played by a predicate.

In English grammar it is a predicate that
has the most complicated forms. It may consist
of from one to four parts (verbs and participles),
so the English verb tense-aspectual forms present
the most difficult part of English grammar. For
learning some complicated things (in our case
it is the English verb tense-aspectual forms) a

person must understand them. We understand
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much better if we go from easy things to more
and more complicated things in a logical way.
There is a great variety of textbooks on the
English language. Each author offers his own
way of the English language teaching and in
particular of the English verb tense-aspectual
forms. But in all the analysed textbooks the way
of teaching is based on the frequency of usage of
a grammar phenomenon but not on the level of its
complication. Usually the authors first examine
the most frequently used tense-aspectual forms
and then those that are used more and more
seldom. And the authors don’t pay attention
to the fact that the more frequently used tense-
aspectual forms are complicated and based on

those forms that are used more seldom but are
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simpler. As a result students have to memorize
incomprehensible complicated tense-aspectual
forms without understanding how they are built.
Their knowledge stays at a low level and the
progress is very slow.

For example, in one of the best, to my mind,
English textbooks by E. V. Sinyavskaya & others
first the verbs to be and fo have are studied, then
the Indefinite Active and Passive Tenses, then
Continuous Active and Passive Tenses, then the
Perfect Active and Passive Tenses and only after
that Participle I and Participle II are studied with
the help of which the previous tense-aspectual
forms (except the Indefinite Active) are formed.

Foreign textbooks have the same drawbacks.
For example, in the widespread study book for
elementary students of English by R. Murphy
he begins with the verb to be, then he explains
the Present Continuous, the Present and Past
Simple, the Past Continuous, the Present Perfect,
the Indefinite Passive, and then the verbs to be, to
have and to do in the Present and Past Simple.

In the most commonly used basic English
textbook by N. A. Bonk & others the tense-aspectual
forms are studied in the following sequence: the verb
to be, Participle I, the Present Continuous Active
Tense, the Present Indefinite Active Tense, then to
be going to, the Past Indefinite Active Tense, the
verb fo have and expression to have got, Participle
II and the Present Perfect Active Tense, the Future
Indefinite Active Tense, the Future Indefinite Active
in the Past Tense u the Past Perfect Tense. Then they
study the Present, Past, Future Indefinite Passive
Tenses and the Present Perfect Passive Tense. After
that— the Past and Future Continuous Active Tenses.
Then they study Participle I and Participle II in the
functions of an attribute and an adverb, Gerund, the
Past and Future Perfect Active Tenses, the Present,
Past Continuous Passive and Perfect Continuous
Active Tenses.

Here we see the same drawback: first they

study the more frequently used English verb

tense-aspectual forms and then those that are
used more seldom. Besides, in that textbook
special cases of tense-aspectual forms are studied
earlier than the tense-aspectual form itself and
vice versa, a special case is studied much later
than the main tense-aspectual form. That makes
English grammar difficult to learn. For example:

a) after studying the more complicated
form the Present Continuous Active Tense they
study the simpler form the Present Indefinite
Active Tense, and only after that they study the
expression fo be going to which is the special case
of the Present Continuous Active Tense which
they studied much earlier;

b) they study simultaneously the verb fo
have and the expression to have got which is a
special case of the Present Perfect Active Tense
that is studied much later;

¢) Participle I and Participle II are
components of almost all the English verb
tense-aspectual forms but they themselves are
studied the last. That means that a component
of a construction is studied later than the whole
construction itself.

As a result students have to memorize the

things which they don’t understand.

Theoretical framework

First let’s consider the gradual process of
complicating of the English verb: 1) A verb has
a form of the infinitive, which can be used in the
sentence with or without a particle fo. 2) A verb
has an ending —s in the Present Tense. 3) A verb
may have an ending —ed if it is in the Past Tense
and if it is a regular verb. 4) A verb has an ending
—ing in the form of Participle 1. 5) And the verb
has its so-called third form if it is in the form of
Participle II.

Almost all kinds of a predicate are presented
in the table taken from the «Textbook on the
English language» by Bonk & others [V. 2, p.
572-573]. We have added to the table a line with
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formulas of a structure of each tense-aspectual
form of a verb (see the Table).

This line shows, that the Continuous
Active is a combination of the verb to be with
Participle I of a notional verb; the Perfect
Active is a combination of the verb 7o have with
Participle Il of a notional verb; the Perfect
Continuous is a combination of the verb 7o
have + been + Participle I of a notional verb;
Indefinite Passive is a combination of the verb
to be with Participle II of a notional verb; the
Continuous Passive is a combination of the verb
to be + being + Participle II of a notional verb;
the Perfect Passive is a combination of the verb
to have + been + Participle II of a notional verb.
But the forms being and been are Participle I and
Participle II of the verb to be. This means, that
complex forms of an English predicate consist
of a combination of the verbs to be and to have
with Participle I and II, and Participle I and I
are formed both from notional verbs, and from
the auxiliary verb o be. Only in the Present and
Past Indefinite Active Tenses a predicate consists
of one verb 7o be or to have or any verb of action,
except for their combination with modal verbs. In
the Future Indefinite Active Tense a predicate
consists of two verbs: auxiliary verbs shall and
will in combination with a notional verb.

We can see that tense-aspectual forms of a
verb may consist of:

1) the verb to be;

2) the verb to have;
3) Participle I which has an ending —ing,
4) Participle I1.

Logicality of the English verb

tense-aspectual forms

The complication of the formulas given in
a separate line of the table of the English verb
tense-aspectual forms (see the Table) we can

show in the following way:

to be + Participle I — the Continuous Active

to be + Participle Il — the Indefinite Passive

to be + being (Participle 1) + Participle Il —
the Continuous Passive

to have + Participle Il — the Perfect Active

to have + been (Participle II) + Participle I —
the Perfect Continuous Active

to have+ been (Participle II ) + Participle II —
the Perfect Passive.

These formulas show how the complicated
tense-aspectual forms are generated from simpler
elements. These formulas reveal the principle of
complication of the English predicate: first the verb
to be is combined with the Participle I, then with
the Participle 11, and then with both Participles
simultaneously. Then we see combinations
with the verb fo have. First it is combined with
the Participle II, then it is combined with the

Participle II and the Participle I simultaneously,

Table. The table of the English verb Tense-aspectual forms

Active Passive
Indefinite | Continuous Perfect Per.fect Indefinite | Continuous Perfect
Continuous
The ad-ded line to be + to have + to have + to be + to be + to have +
with the formulas Partciple I | Participle IT been + Participle IT being + been +
Participle 11 Participle II | Participle 11
Present 1 5 9 13 17 21 25
Past 2 6 10 14 18 22 26
Future 3 7 11 15 19 23 27
Future in the Past 4 8 12 16 20 24 28
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and the last variant — combination of the verb fo
have with two Participles II.

It is in the system of tense-aspectual forms
of the English verb of action that the logicality of
English grammar reveals itself. Clearly defined
mathematical features of English grammar made
me think that the first computers could be invented
only by Englishmen. Several years later I found
out that the first calculating machines were really
invented in England in the XVI-th century and
one of the first programmers was John Byron’s
daughter Ada.

Looking at the formulas we can see that the
verb fo be appears most frequently in them. The
verb to have is on the second place in frequency of
occurrence. So in order to translate correctly most
of tense-aspectual forms of the English verb of
action first of all we must know well the verbs 7o be
and fo have. It means that we must begin studying
English with these verbs — fo be and to have.

If we take the predicate as the basis of
English grammar, according to its gradual
complication we can set out an accurate system
of the grammatical structure of the English
language (see the Fig.): the verb o be; the verb
to have; then there is an infinitive of a notional
verb with the particle fo, that infinitive may be
combined with the equivalents of modal verbs to
be to, to be able to, to have to, the modal verb
ought to; then there is an infinitive of a notional
verb without the particle fo: that is an imperative
mood; a combination of an infinitive of a notional
verb without the particle fo with modal verbs
must, should, can, may, will, would; the Future
Indefinite Active Tense — a combination of
auxiliary verbs shall and will with an infinitive
of a verb of action without the particle to; this
is followed by the Present Indefinite Active —
notional verbs ending in —s; the Past Indefinite
Active — notional verbs ending in —ed (for regular
verbs; here appears a notion of irregular verbs);
the Future Indefinite Active in the Past — a

combination of the auxiliary verbs should, would
with the infinitive of a verb of action without the
particle zo.

We have already found out (see the Table),
that more complex forms of a predicate are a
combination of the verbs fo be and to have with
Participles I and I1. So the next stage is Participle
I — an infinitive of a verb with the ending —ing. A
combination of the verb to be with Participle 1
of a notional verb gives the Continuous Active.
Further we pass to Participle II — the third form
of a verb. A combination of the verb to be with
Participle II of anotional verb gives the Indefinite
Passive. A combination of the verb 7o be with
Participle I of the verb to be (being) + Participle
II of a notional verb gives the Continuous
Passive. At this stage combinations of the verb
to be with participles (see the Table) come to an
end. Further there are combinations of the verb o
have with the same participles. A combination of
the verb to have with Participle II of a notional
verb gives the Perfect Active. A combination of
the verb to have with Participle II of the verb to
be (been) + Participle I of a notional verb gives
the Perfect Continuous. A combination of the
verb to have with Participle II of the verb to be
(been) + Participle II of a notional verb gives the
Perfect Passive. The Future Tense in general is a
combination of auxiliary verbs shall and will with
an infinitive of a corresponding tense-aspectual
form. The Future in the Past is a combination
of auxiliary verbs should and would with an
infinitive of a corresponding tense-aspectual
form. It is in the system of the tense-aspectual
forms of the English verb that the logic of English
grammar is most evident.

As we can see the English verb tense-
aspectual forms may include from one to four
different verb forms. It means that a predicate can
be formed by:

a) one verb, that may have the ending —s
in the Present Indefinite Active Tense and the

— 2502 —



Rauza I. Kuriaeva. The Principle of Inherent Complication of the English Predicate

A predicate

1)To be + infinitive with particle fo
2) to have + infinitive with particle to
3) to be able + infinitive with particle

4) ought + infinitive with particle to

infinitive without
the particle to =
imperative mood

>l

to

_,| MV + infinitive shall/will + infinitive The Present The Past
without the without the particle |—»| Indefinite || Indefinite
particle fo to = the Future Active— the Active- the

Indefinite Active ending -s ending -ed
should/would +
inﬁniti\{e without to be + should/would + be

—| the particle 10 = Participle = [ +ParticipleI= | —»
The Future Continuous Future Continuous
Indefinite Active Active Active in the Past
in the Past

Participle 1T r—' to be + should/would + be to be + being +
Participle [T= || + Participle IT = —»| Participle 1= [ »
the Indefinite Future Indefinite the Continuous
Passive Passive in the Past Passive

should/would + to have + been +

to have + Participle

II = Perfect Active 7

Active in the Past

have + Participle II
= the Future Perfect

—»| ParticipleI=the [ —»
Perfect Continuous

Active

should/would +
have + been +
Participle [ = the
Perfect Continuous

> Perfect Passive

to have + been +
Participle IT = the

should/would +
have + been +
Participle II = the
Future Perfect

>

Active in the Past

Fig.

ending —ed in the Past Indefinite Active Tense
(the Past Tense of irregular verbs must be
memorized);

b) two verbs: the Future Indefinite Active
Tense, the Future Indefinite Active in the Past
Tense, the Present and Past Continuous Active
Tenses, the Present and Past Perfect Active
Tenses, the Present and Past Indefinite Passive
Tenses;

c) three verbs: the Future Continuous Active
and the Future Continuous Active in the Past
Tenses, the Future Perfect Active and the Future
Perfect Active in the Past Tenses, the Future
Indefinite Passive and the Future Indefinite
Passive in the Past Tenses, the Present and Past
Perfect Continuous Active Tenses, the Present
and Past Continuous Passive Tenses, the Present

and Past Perfect Passive Tenses;

Passive in the Past

d) four verbs: the Future Perfect Continuous
Active and the Future Perfect Continuous Active
in the Past Tenses, the Future Perfect Passive and
the Future Perfect Passive in the Past Tenses.

Besides all the tense-aspectual forms of a
verb in the infinitive may be combined with the
modal verbs and in this case the number of the
verbs in a predicate may also reach four.

The revealed consecution of complication
of the English predicate has an objective nature
and has all the signs of a law. In other words
it is «the Principle of inherent development

(complication) of the English predicate.

Discussion

This is proved by the following event. At
the lesson in the Technical University the teacher

only gave the formula of the Continuous Passive
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when the lights were suddenly switched off. The
teacher decided that it was too dark to go on with
the written work and he continued the lesson
with the oral work. At the end of the lesson one
of the students came up to the teacher and asked
to check if he had written and translated in the
correct way all the tense-aspectual forms of the
Continuous Passive. To the teacher’s surprise the
student made no mistakes except that he didn’t

know that the Future and Future in the Past

Conclusion

My practice of teaching English in this way
showed that this technique raises the students’
level of understanding of English texts, the quality
of their translation and their ability to construct
their own English sentences in correct way.

This technique of teaching English may
be used at school, at higher school (Institutes
and Universities not specializing in the English

language), at the faculties of the English language

Continuous Passive Tenses couldn’t be used. for studying English grammar.
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3aKOHOMEPHOCTH BHYTPEHHEI'0 YCJI0KHEHU S
AHIVIMHCKOI'0 CKa3yeMoro
P.U. KypsieBa

Kaszanckuil nayuonanvhwlll uccie0o8amenbCKutll mexHoI0SUYecKull yHusepcumem
Poccus, 420015, Kazanw, yn. Kapna Mapxca, 68

Cywecmeyem ozpomnoe pasnoobpaszue y4eOHuKos aueautickozo Asvika. IlociedosamenvHocms
npenooasanus aHeaUicKko2o A3blka 6 Hux pasnas. Cmyoenmel wacmo 3a3y0pueaiom ceeoeHus no
AH2UUCKOMY A3bIKY, He noHumas ux. OcHogou 1106020 A3viKa aeasemcs e2o epammamura. Ocnosoul
AH2NUUCKOU 2PAMMAMUKY  A6AAemcs cKasyemoe. Ananus CmpoeHuss aHeIuickozo CKa3yemozo
NO360IUL BbIABUMb €20 GHYMPEHHION JIOUYHOCMb, KOMOPAs UMeen Xapakmep 3aKOHOMEePHOCHU.
Oma no2uuHocme ORUCAHA ¢ ROMOWBI0 Mabauybl U ypasrerui. OnmumManbHas NoCi1e008amenbHOCHb
U3y4eHUs, aH2IULICKO20 CKA3YeM0o20 0aHa 6 Ude cXembl. 3aKOHOMEPHOCHb YCIOACHEHUS AHSTUNICKO20
CKA3YemM020 NO360AUNA pA3paAbOMams ONMUMALLHYIO NOCIE008AMENbHOCTNG U3YUEHU AH2AUTICKO20
a3vika. bnazooaps smomy usyuenue aneauticKo2o A3bIKa CMAHOBUMCS NOHAMHBIM U, COOMEEMCMEEHHO,
bonee né2KUM U KOPOMKUM.

Kniouesvie cnosa: awnenutickuti  A3bIK, AHSAUUCKAS 2PAMMAMUKA, AHeIUUCKOe

6UO0BPEMEHHbIE YOPMbL AHSTUTICKO2O CKA3YEMOZ2O.

cKkaszyemoe,

Hayunas cneyuanvrocms: 13.00.00 — nedazoeuuecxue nayku, 10.00.00 — punonocuueckue Hayxu.
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