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Abstract. The article discusses the story of one of the most wealthy and influential
merchant dynasties of Yeniseisk in the 19" century — the Kobychevs. It gives the
biographical data (including previously unknown) about the representatives of different
generations of this family and characterizes their economic activities, public service,
lifestyle. The reconstruction of the Kobychevs’ life path allows us to reveal the features
inherent to the development of the Siberian merchant class in general and concerning
the conditions and ways of initial accumulation of capital, the spheres of its further
circulation, conflicts and interaction with the regional administration, the influence of
merchants on the urban environment. The analysis of biographical information about the
Kobychevs contained in periodicals and works of their contemporaries, emphasizes the
important position of the merchant class in the structure of the Siberian urban society and
the significant contribution of merchants to the economy, public and cultural life of the
region.
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There are many well-known surnames
among the Yeniseisk merchants of 18" — ear-
ly 20" century. The Kytmanovs, Vostrotins,
Balandins — representatives of different gen-
erations of these families left a deep mark in
the history of Siberia. However, besides them,
the Yenisei merchants included other families,
who may not have brightly shown themselves,
but there were no less worthy people who did
a lot for the development of their hometown.
The resurrection of their names and facts of
biographies is relevant not only as a contribu-
tion to local history research, but also in the
light of the interest in the life of the so-called
“background” person existing in domestic and
foreign historiography today, that is, the one
who “at least stands out from the crowd, but
at the same time, according to the objective re-
sults of their activities, or in the perception of
contemporaries and / or descendants “does not
reach” the scale of “history maker” and “arbi-
ter of fate”, “and attention to whom allows us
to “investigate the intersection of personal and
mass, group stereotypes and individual con-
sciousness, internal motive of behavior and ex-
ternal factors, human and social essence of the
era” (Mininkov, Korenevsky, Ivanesco, 2010:
24-25).

This article will focus on the wealthy and
once influential dynasty of the Yenisei mer-
chants Kobychevs, brief essays about which
are included in the scientific and reference
publications of recent years (Komleva, 2009:
96; Komleva, 2012: 317, Bykonya, Komleva,
Pogrebnyak, 2012: 164— 165). A detailed re-
construction of the history of this family, which
has several generations, is possible due to the
occurrence of references to its members in pa-
perwork, materials of the periodical press of
the second half of the 19" — early 20" centu-
ries, publications of the authors of the 19t cen-
tury and modern researchers. One of the most
important sources is the famous “Brief Chron-
icle” by A.l. Kytmanov, the author of which, by
the way, when preparing his work, repeatedly
consulted the direct descendant of the Koby-
chevs. This fact underlines the position of the
latter among local society, the degree of their
awareness and participation in the development
of the city. Obviously, the Kobychevs compiled

something like a family archive: A.I. Kytman-
ov refers not only to oral comments (Kytman-
ov, 2016: 244, 284, 296-297, 299, 301, 306,
319, 383), but also to a number of documents
submitted to him — “A.A. Kobychev’s papers”
(Kytmanov, 2016: 128, 211, 217, 223, 241). The
presence of such a collection testifies not only
to the literacy of the Kobychevs, but to a suf-
ficiently high cultural and educational level,
their attentive attitude to the fate of both their
family and their small homeland.

The Kobychevs appeared in Siberia quite
late — in the second half of the 18" century (at
least, the owners of this surname do not appear
among the large service population of the re-
gion at the end of the 16" — beginning of the 18
centuries'; they were not among the residents
of the Yeniseisk of the 18" century (Bulankov
and Shumov, 1999: 110-113)). According to
G.F. Bykonya, “quite numerous rural towns-
people Kobychevs” who lived in the 1790s in
the Kazachinsky volost of the Yenisei Uyezd
and engaged in tillage and “various works”
could become the ancestors of the merchant
dynasty (Bykonya, Komleva, Pogrebnyak,
2012: 164).

For the first time, the Kobychevs declared
capital and joined the Yeniseisk merchants in
the 1810s: it is known that at the end of 1815,
Grigorii Prokop’evich Kobychev (died in 1817),
who was a member of the 3 guild, petitioned
the Tobolsk provincial government for tempo-
rary admission to the Turukhansk merchants,
in which he reported that he traded there by
proxy from the Yenisei merchants of the 2
guild (Bulankov, Shumov, 1999: 67). It was a
usual beginning of the path of many Siberian
merchants who subsequently became rich and
famous. The fur trade, which brought good
profits, allowed G.P. Kobychev to transfer a
solid capital to his son Aleksandr. It is interest-
ing that before his death, Grigorii Prokop’evich
bequeathed, “so that heirs would not start con-
tention or petition and even litigation in court”
(Kytmanov, 2016: 319). In 1816, a certain Petr
Kobychev was also mentioned, who served as
a councillor in the Yenisei City Council. The
latter circumstance with a high degree of prob-

' The file cabinet of service people from the archive of
D.Ya. Rezun: Manuscript. Institute of History, SB RAS.
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ability gives reason to assume that he, too, was
one of the local merchants; as for his family
ties with Grigorii Prokop’evich, no indications
of this have been preserved (Kytmanov, 2016:
184).

The representative of the second genera-
tion of the merchant dynasty Alexander G. Ko-
bychev (1787-1839)* became one of the largest
Yenisei merchants of the second quarter of
the 19" century. The basis of his well-being,
like his father, was the purchase of fur in the
Turukhansk Territory and its subsequent re-
sale; he was connected with the Turukhansk
Territory, Kyakhta, Moscow (Kytmanov, 2016:
217). In the list of merchants of Yeniseisk for
1827, it was stated that he was the only person
to declare capital according to the 1* guild, and
was engaged in trade “with Russian, Chinese
and fur goods in bulk and at retail in Kyakhta
and within the empire.”” In general, the 1820s
can be called the time of the greatest flower-
ing of the Kobychev family business. The first
Yenisei Civil Governor A.P. Stepanov, charac-
terizing the merchants of Yeniseisk, along with
Z.Kh. Tolstoy and M.F. Khoroshikh highlight-
ed A.G. Kobychev, noting that “all other trad-
ing houses in this city fell”, and the “commu-
nity” of Yenisei merchants “is nothing but the
ruins of a capital building, the vaults of which
are supported by two or three pillars” (Stepan-
ov, 1835: 157, 255). Subsequently, the circum-
stances for Aleksandr Grigor’evich were no
longer so successful: in 1830 he moved to the
3" guild, in 1831 he again declared capital ac-
cording to the 1% guild (in the list of merchants
for 1838 his last name was listed under the first
number?*) but before his death, in 1839, he again
found himself in the lower stratum of the mer-
chants (Kytmanov, 2016: 217).

Speaking about the methods practiced
by wealthy Yenisei merchants, V.V. Bulankov
writes that they considered the Turukhansk
Territory to be their monopoly possession (Bu-
lankov, Shumov, 1999: 87). A.I. Kytmanov cites

2 In the “Yenisei Merchants in Persons” it is indicated that
he was born in 1790 (Bykonya, Komleva, Pogrebnyak, 2012:
164), while the inscription on the gravestone, seen by A.I. Kyt-
manov, allows clarifying this date and attributing it to an earli-
er time (Kytmanov, 2016: 243).

3 RSIA.F. 18, op. 4, d. 336, 1. 153.

4 RSIA.F. 18, op. 4, d. 589, 1. 168.

an incident that occurred in 1829 when several
Yenisei merchants, including A.G. Kobychev,
considering the Angara, as well as the low-
er Yenisei, to be their legal patrimony, jointly
opposed a certain Kiren peasant Vladimirov,
who allegedly “illegally traded near the Anga-
ra and oppressed the merchants.” The case was
resolved in favour of the innocent Vladimirov
(Kytmnov, 2016: 220).

The influence A.G. Kobychev was also ex-
pressed in the fact that he repeatedly performed
various public services of his choice: he served
as a burgomaster in the city magistrate, since
1825 he was a candidate (i.e. assistant, deputy)
of the mayor, merchant Stepan Kolmakov, and
in 1828 he became the Yenisei mayor. Since
S. Kolmakov often went away on business to
the Turukhansk Territory, and in addition, “he
was a sick person then” (Kytmanov, 2016: 211),
A.G. Kobycheyv, in fact, had to fulfil the duties
of the mayor for two consecutive three years.
Service in the city government was associated
with considerable financial costs: Aleksandr
Grigor’evich, being the head of the city, donat-
ed to the stone barracks for the disabled team
and to the extension of the second stone floor
above the city council. In addition, at his own
expense, he built a warm chapel to the As-
sumption Cemetery Church, founded in 1826
by Irkutsk bishop Michael who visited Yeni-
seisk and consecrated the chapel on November
23, 1827 in the name of St. Innocent of Irkutsk
(Shanin, 2011: 311).

For many years, the Kobychev family
archive kept certificates issued to Aleksandr
Grigor’evich by the inhabitants of Yeniseisk at
the end of his public services. In one of them,
in a somewhat confused language (which, in-
cidentally, is fully consistent with the origi-
nal text of the manuscript’), it was said, “He
was servicing good, which contributed to the
common wealth; he was efficient, and aspired
to make money in all ways. Besides, he always
had in mind to build what was necessary for
the city, and sometimes he built it at his own

> Kytmanov A.lL (2016). Kratkaia letopis’ Eniseiskogo uez-
da i Turukhanskogo kraia Eniseiskoi gubernii. 1594—1893
god [Brief Chronicle of the Yenisei Uyezd and the Turukhansk
Territory of the Yenisei Province. 1594—1893]. Krasnoyarsk.
KRMLL. F. 341, d. 7886/229, 1. 311.
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expense, being a philanthrope. In another cer-
tificate, it was said that he “particularly showed
jealousy that was worthy of respect for his
goodwill, at first using some part of the capital
and material of the Yenisei merchant Matvey
Khoroshikh at his own wish, and then sacri-
ficing his own capital, Mr. Kobychev built the
stone building’s second storey above the Duma
and the stone barracks for the local disabled
team through volunteers, contributing to the
benefit of society, with the approval of the high-
er authorities, and without asking the society to
participate in this” (Kytmanov, 2016: 211, 217).

Being an authoritative and independent
person, A.G. Kobychev several times faced
with the local administration. One of the con-
flicts occurred in 1837, when the Yenisei city
mayor demanded to stop the construction of the
stone wing at A.G. Kobychev’s house, which,
as it turned out, was not agreed with the pro-
vincial construction commission, however, “40
workers engaged in “impermissible work”™ re-
sisted and continued to work.” Clashes with the
authorities and mutual distrust led to the fact
that before his death, Aleksandr Grigor’evich
“bequeathed that his heirs would not depend on
any public place or on any bosses” (Kytmanov,
2016: 241, 319).

Almost nothing is known about the per-
sonal life of A.G. Kobychev. Only references
to the fact that he was married to the daughter
of Archpriest Ushakov have survived. Despite
her undoubtedly educated parent, she, like
her sister, was illiterate, recalled by merchant
LI. Dement’ev (Kytmanov, 2016: 224). Female
education in Siberia began to develop closer to
the middle of the 19" century. A son Alexan-
der and two daughters were brought up in the
Kobychev family, one of whom, Natalia (born
in1822), married another prominent Yenisei
merchant Nikandr Fedorovich Dement’ev®.

The 3" generation of the merchant dynasty
of the Kobychevs is represented by the only son
of Aleksandr Grigor’evich — Aleksandr Alek-
sandrovich (1821-1856). Like many other mer-
chant offspring of the first half of the 19" cen-
tury, he received home education. At the same
time, contemporaries noted that he was a de-
veloped and well-read man, composed poems

¢ SAKK. F. 160, op. 1, d. 257,1. 1 ob. — 2.

in which, in particular, described his trips to
the North, and which, unfortunately, were sub-
sequently lost. A.l. Kytmanov calls A.A. Ko-
bychev the most interesting representative of
the Yenisei merchants of the middle of the 19t
century. In his “beautiful house” there were
parties at which “a large diverse society” gath-
ered: merchants, gold miners, officials, vari-
ous visitors. The guests had fun, played cards,
billiards, smoked tobacco “from the owner’s
floor-long pipes”, and once “during one ball,
gold miners Stepan Solovyov and Narkiz Zotov
drank champagne from the white satin shoe of
beautiful V.” (Kytmanov, 2016: 297). The Ko-
bychevs became one of the first residents of the
city, who in the late 1840s, acquired the piano
(Barkova, 1887: 179).

However, Aleksandr Aleksandrovich
spent time not only in conversations and danc-
es. Left at the age of eighteen without a father,
he was forced to plunge into the family busi-
ness, repeatedly travelled to Kyakhta, Nizhny
Novgorod, Irbit, Moscow and, of course, to
the Turukhansk Territory. Business developed
successfully, and in 1842 he was the first in
Yeniseisk to be awarded the title of hereditary
honorary citizen (Kytmanov, 2016: 284). This
right was possessed by merchants who spent
twenty years in a row in the 1% guild without
being brought to court during this time’. And
although we saw that A.G. Kobychev did not al-
ways declare capital on the 1% guild, occasion-
ally appearing even in the 3™ one, probably, in
practice, small deviations from the conditions
specified in the decree were possible. This fur-
ther emphasizes the weight of the Kobychevs
in local society and their undoubted authority
in the eyes of the government.

Aleksandr Aleksandrovich is the author
of a very interesting document that is a project
for the development of the Yenisei North — a
vast region with a low population density and
difficult living conditions, which caused con-
stant concern of the authorities. The essence
of the proposals of A.A. Kobychev, put for-
ward in 1853, is described in detail in the book
of M.F. Krivoshein, who worked as a doctor
for several years in the Yenisei district. The

7 CCL LRE (1833). Collection 2. SPb. Vol. 7 (5284), 193—
195.
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merchant offered to give him these lands (that
is, the right to trade with the local population,
export “all outcomes of fishing and animal in-
dustries”, develop minerals here) into a mo-
nopoly for 25 years, pledging to pay taxes and
tributes for the local population in exchange,
to provide residents with bread, to maintain
a physician and a Cossack team at his own
expense (Krivoshein, 1865: 14-17). This sto-
ry is also cited in the “Eastern Review” for
1896, an anonymous correspondent of which,
based on information reported by M.F. Kri-
voshein, like the latter, calls the merchant Ko-
bachev the author of the project “On Promot-
ing the Welfare of the Turukhansk Territory
Residents,” and writes that the latter “was a
wonderful person for his time.” He knew well
the needs of the region, and his project al-
most received approval. After his death, many
other merchants, encouraged by his success,
also submitted projects of different types of
monopoly ownership of the region, but times
have changed, and they did not arouse sym-
pathy.”® By “some individuals” he meant the
entrepreneur Lavrovsky, who also “submitted
a project on taking the Turukhansk Territory
for rent” (Krivoshein, 1865: 14). This plot,
of course, is not ignored by A.l. Kytmanov’s
“Brief Chronicle” (Kytmanov, 2016: 325).
Having become independent, A.A. Ko-
bychev, still being a very young man, already
“enjoyed great respect in the local communi-
ty.” In 1846, he was elected the Yenisei may-
or for three years — he was only 25 years old,
which was a rare case for such an age to take
up such a responsible position. It is import-
ant to say, Aleksandr Aleksandrovich justi-
fied the trust shown to him by fellow citizens.
During the service, he set up exchange shops
at his own expense and bought good furniture
for the City Duma, for which he spent 2 thou-
sand roubles in silver; during the great flood of
1848, he distributed bread to people in need,
and this helped to lower prices (while “the gold
miners Solovyovs travelled around the flooded
city with music and singing”). Remembering
and appreciating all this, the society awarded

8 Turukhanskii krai [The Turukhansk Territory] (1896).
In Vostochnoe obozrenie [Eastern Review], 116 (dated Octo-
ber, 2), 3.

AA Kobychev a commendation sheet “for his
striving for the benefit of the public, exemplary
care for increasing city incomes”, and in 1852
the residents of Yeniseisk again elected him to
the same post (Kytmanov, 2016: 284, 293, 319).

But without even being in the service,
Aleksandr Aleksandrovich continued to engage
in charity work, showing himself as a generous
donor for the needs of the Orthodox Church:
he built a second chapel to the Assumption
Church, consecrated on August 25, 1843 in the
name of the Holy Prince Alexander Nevsky
(Shanin, 2011: 311 ); raised money for casting
the largest bell in the city weighing 500 pounds
for the Resurrection Church, which in 1850,
“with a huge gathering of people” was raised to
the bell tower. For all his deeds A.A. Kobychev
was awarded a gold medal with the inscription
“For zeal.” The good deeds of Aleksandr Alek-
sandrovich made the Yeniseisk citizens deeply
regret his death in 1856, and “many” people
came to see him on his final journey (Kytman-
ov, 2016: 308, 341).

Not only the city, but also the higher au-
thorities had every reason to distinguish Alek-
sandr Aleksandrovich from local society. It is
no accident that the Yenisei civil governor
V.K. Padalka “always stayed” in his house, as
well as the Governor-General of Eastern Si-
beria N.N. Muravyov (Kytmanov, 2016: 297,
308) in 1850. V.K. Padalka, an honest, fair
person and an energetic administrator (Berd-
nikov, 1995: 55-56, 60), was generally “on
great friendly terms” with A.A. Kobychev
(Kytmanov, 2016: 297). At the same time, it is
characteristic that, like his father, A.A. Koby-
chev was in conflict with the city authorities.
A L. Kytmanov reports that he was in “bad re-
lations” with the Yenisei city mayor Vakhru-
shev, who “even after the death of Kobychev
[...] picked holes in the permission to bury him
in the fence of the convent”. Following Alek-
sandr Grigor’evich, A.A. Kobychev wanted
his heirs not to depend on the authorities (Kyt-
manov, 2016: 319).

The last known representative of the dy-
nasty, but, apparently, no longer among the
merchants, was Alecksandr Aleksandrovich
(born in 1843) — a complete namesake of his
father, who, like all his ancestors-merchants,
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left a noticeable mark in the history of Yeni-
seisk. He probably tried for some time to con-
tinue the family business — most likely, in 1859
he was one of the main smelters of supplies in
Yeniseisk, including bread delivered from Mi-
nusinsk and Krasnoyarsk districts (“Matonin,
Tokarev, Funtosov, Gryaznov Danilov, Zaitsev,
Kobychev, Efimov”) (Kytmanov, 2016: 368). In
the lists of capital owners of 1858, 1862 and lat-
er, he was never mentioned’; Obviously, infor-
mation about him, as a hereditary honorary cit-
izen, was entered into the town philistine book.
The departure from broad commercial activity
did not prevent him from remaining one of the
most prominent and authoritative members
of the Yenisei society. It was he who kept the
family archive and advised A.I. Kytmanov, the
author of “Brief Chronicle.” In the 1860-1890s,
he actively supported the Public Library at the
Yenisei Museum of Local Lore: in particular,
he presented it books on the gold industry, as
well as printed Reports and News of the Rus-
sian Geographical Society. His merits were
mentioned in a note by N.V. Skornyakov, pub-
lished in the “Yenisei Provincial Gazette”, “...
I consider it my duty to bring gratitude to the
Mr A.IL Dudkinsky, A.A. Kobychev, A.S. Pop-
ov, E.L. Polyakov and S.A. Moiseev for books
and magazines presented for the public library.
A librarian of the Yenisei Public Library Nikita
Vissarionov Skornyakov. October 29, 1864.”"
In 1909 A.A. Kobychev was mentioned as an
honorary guardian of the 5" Women’s Par-
ish School in Yeniseisk (Bykonya, Komleva,
Pogrebnyak, 2012: 164).

So far, no information has been found
about the family of Aleksandr Aleksandrovich.
Perhaps, Evgenia Kobycheva, mentioned in the
diary of the famous Krasnoyarsk archpriest
Vasily Kasyanov, was in some relationship with
him: on April 22, 1870, he wrote that he had
sent her a letter to Jerusalem (Kasyanov, 2012:
43). Pilgrimage trips to the Holy Land were
not uncommon: many wealthy people went on
a long journey and even publicly announced
their intentions. Thus, for example, in March
1867, an ad was posted in the press stating that

® SAKK.F. 160, op. 1, d. 257, 1. 1 ob — 20; op. 3, d. 670, 1. 1
ob — 34 ob.
10 YPG (1864), 46. 205.

“Yenisei merchant Yakov Alekseev Panfilov,
intending to go with his wife Stepanida Ivanov-
na to Jerusalem to worship St. places, what he
was happy to inform the public about.”"!

In the 19' century, there were other people
with the surname Kobychev among the Yeni-
sei merchants, whose family ties with the main
line of the merchant dynasty were not precisely
established. The most famous among them is
Kozma Kobychev, who in 1822 was listed as
the only Yenisei merchant of the 1% guild. The
aforementioned words of the founder of the
merchant dynasty Grigorii Prokop’evich Ko-
bychev about the inadmissibility of conflicts
between heirs give reason to believe that Koz-
ma could well be one of them, for example, the
eldest son of G.P. Kobychev. Like Alexander
Grigor’evich, Kozma was engaged in Kyakh-
ta trade'?, however, apparently, far from be-
ing so successful — his sons Grigorii Kozmich
(born in 1819) and Nikolai Kozmich (born in
1820 — mid-1860s) traded various goods and in
the second half of the 1830s — early 1860s con-
tinued to declare capital only on the 3™ guild:
in 1835 and 1838 Grigorii did", and since 1845
Nicholas did, who managed to return to the
merchants again from the middle class'. The
latter owned a house, which during a severe
flood in May 1848 came close to water (Kyt-
manov, 2016: 292), and in the 1860s in the
Yenisei city court examined a number of cases
in which his name appeared. In 1863, a retired
provincial secretary S.I. Tetskov, a trustee of
the Tyumen 1% guild merchant A.G. Glaskov,
collected debt from Nikolai Kozmich “for three
bills of 1385 roubles.”’®. Next year, N.K. Ko-
bychev was in the company of merchants (the
Minusinsk merchant son Averyan Matonin, the
Kolyvan merchant son Fedor Sorokin and the
Yenisei merchant Aleksandr Kytmanov), who
demanded A.S. Kalinin-Shushlyaev to return
22 386 roubles. 67 2 k'6. And yet N.K. Koby-
chev failed to improve his financial situation: in
1867 his widow Aglaida Ivanovna Kobycheva

1 YPG (March 18, 1867), 11. 184.

12 RSIA. F. 18, 0p. 4, d. 163, 1. 141.

13 RSIA. F. 18, op. 4, d. 589, 1. 168 ob.

4 SAKK. F. 160, op. 1, d. 257,1. 7 ob. — 8; 0p. 2, d. 19, 1. 8-9;
op.3,d. 670, 1 11.

15 YPG (January 19, 1863), 3. 23.

16 YPG (July 4, 1864), 27. 273.
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had to deal with the claim of S.I. Tetskov to re-
cover 900 roubles in silver'.

The sources also mention: the 3 guild
merchant Dmitry Aleksandrovich Kobychev
who sold small goods in 1827, the 2™ guild
manufactory merchant Aleksei Ivanovich Ko-
bychev, who was a member of the account
committee of the Yenisei Public Bank (born in
1855), the councillor of the local city council
Mikhail Stepanovich Kobychev, a candidate
(assistant, deputy) of the city judge M.D. Ko-
bychev (Kytmanov, 2012: 292, 460, 480, 527,
577, 592), a contributor to the Public Bank
Savva Kobychev, whose successor demanded
payment of interest for several years'. In 1912,
the owners of real estate Mikhail Stepanovich
and Faddey Alekseevich Kobychevs who paid
apartment tax were mentioned in the list of
electors for the 4™ State Duma of Yeniseisk®.

The name of M.D. Kobychev was associat-
ed with a case of refusal to perform the service
of choice. This was not something exceptional:
the services were burdensome, they required
time and effort, and sometimes private means,
and often the citizens, if given any opportuni-
ty, sought to avoid them. And yet the case cit-
ed by A.l. Kytmanov is very indicative from
the point of view of the methods resorted to by
people who wanted to evade service. Accord-
ing to the author of the “Brief Chronicle”, in
1884 1.A. Popov was elected as a judge to the
Yenisei City Court, while N.V. Skornyakov was
elected as “a candidate for the judge position”,
who in a written request addressed to the gov-
ernor “stated that he considers the service in
this old obsolete institution to be inadequate to
his convictions and cannot take an oath against

7 YPG (March 11, 1867), 10. 150-151.

18 RSIA. F. 18, op. 4, d. 336, 1. 154.

1 YPG (1885), 44 (November 2). 9; 1(886), 18 (May 3). 8;
(1887), 2 (May 30). 6.

2 YPG. 1912. Appendix to No. 100 (August 1).

conscience”. Then A.M. Borodkin was chosen
instead of him, “but he also refused, presenting
a certificate of illness from the doctor Zhilin,”
then the choice turned next to Matonin, but he
referred to the fact that “he had just finished his
service as a church warden.” Finally, it came
to M.D. Kobychev, “but this choice was unsuc-
cessful: he presented the testimony of a doctor
who certified that the painful manifestations of
Kobychev probably depend on the constant im-
moderate consumption of alcoholic beverages.”
In the end, A. Borodkin agreed to take the posi-
tion, having learned “about the upcoming abo-
lition of the city court” (Kytmanov, 2012: 592).

Thus, the history of the Yenisei merchants
Kobychevs, traced over four generations, em-
phasizes the important role of merchants in the
life of the Siberian city, particularly they partic-
ipated in the formation and development of its
economy and public life, determined the level
of cultural needs, interests and value guidelines
of citizens. Having managed to make up capi-
tal in the fur trade, the Kobychevs entered the
upper layers of the merchants of Yeniseysk, re-
peatedly performed public services in the city
government, donated to the needs of the Or-
thodox Church, to improve the city, defended
their opinions, not being afraid of clashes with
the authorities. The dying of the dynasty in the
second half of the 19" century can probably be
partly explained by the inability to adapt to the
challenges of the post-reform period, when the
decline in the fur trade had to be compensat-
ed for by other areas of activity. And yet, in
a relatively short period of their heyday, the
Kobychevs managed to contribute to the de-
velopment of their small homeland, showed
themselves as initiative individuals, ready to
come up with bold proposals for the economic
development of the inaccessible northern ter-
ritories of Siberia, whose names are worthy of
the memory of their descendants.
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HUnemumym ucmopuu Cubupcxoco omoenenus PAH
Poccuiickaa @edepayus, Hosocubupck

AHHOTanms. B cratee paccMaTpuBaeTcsi HCTOPUS OJHOM M3 Haubojee COCTOSTENbHBIX
U BIUSTENBHBIX Kynedeckux auHacTuii Enncelicka XIX B. — KoObrueBbix. [IpuBoasrcs
ouorpaduueckue JaHHbIC (B TOM YHCIIE PaHee HEU3BECTHBIC) O MPEACTABUTEINAX Pa3HBIX
MIOKOJIGHUM 3TOT0 ceMeWcTBa. XapaKTepusyeTcsl UX XO3SICTBEHHasi AEATEIBHOCTD,
oOmmecTBeHHas! ciIy:x0a, 00pa3 >KU3HU. PeKoHCTpyKuus >Ku3HEHHOTo ImyTu KoObIueBbIx
MO3BOJISICT MPOCIIEAUTH 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH, CBOHCTBEHHBIE Pa3BUTUIO BCETO CHOMPCKOTO
KyTI€4eCTBa B 1I€JIOM M KacaroIuecs YCIOBU U CIIOCOO0B HAKOIIIICHHUS IIEPBOHAYATIBHOTO
KanmuTana, cep ero MOCIeAyIoNIero OOpalleHus, KOH(GIUKTOB W B3aWMOJCHCTBUS
C PETHOHAJIBHON aJAMUHHCTpAIMEH, BIUSHMS KyIIOB Ha TOPOACKYIO Cpely. AHaiu3
Onorpaguueckux cBeaeHH 0 KoOBIYeBBIX, comepKalpxcs B MEPHOANICCKON IMeuaTH
u paboTax HX COBPEMEHHMKOB, IOMYCPKUBACT BAXKHOE IOJIOKEHHE KyITEuecTBa B
CTPYKTYpE CHOMPCKOTO TOPOJCKOTO COIMyMa M 3HAUUTEIBHBIN BKJIA/ KYIIIOB B PA3BUTHE
SKOHOMMKH, OOIIIECTBEHHON U KYJIBTYPHOH *KU3HU PETHOHA.

KiroueBble caoBa: cubupckoe KymeuectBo, Enwmcerick, KoObrueBwl, Ouorpadus,
XO3SICTBEHHAS JISATENHHOCTD, 00IIECTBEHHAs CITyk0a, 00pa3 )KH3HU.

Hayunsre cniermansaocta: 07.00.00 — ucropuueckue Hayku, 24.00.00 — KynbTypoIOTHSI.



