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Abstract. This introduction to the thematic issue devoted to Russian historical science
reveals the principle of research development as it presents the findings of this research.
The articles present the problems of modern historical science and reveal the essence of
the materials under study and their importance for modern science. The key tendencies
in the development of historical science, culture studies and history of art are determined
in the context of the world outline of modern humanities. All studies were based on
specific conceptual and methodological approaches with some articles written within the
framework of the Siberian Historical Forum held in October 2019. Some articles pay
special attention to Siberian regional aspects, as well as there are articles connected with
the history of the humanities, education in the field of the humanities in higher educational
institutions of the Siberian Federal District. Within the framework of ethnic and migration
issues, cases connected with the research in these fields are considered. The geography
of the authors is quite varied: from Moscow to Ulan-Ude. Quite a big section is devoted
to the history of various ethno-cultural groups of the indigenous peoples of Siberia. The
historical science has a special meaning in terms of problem solving of historical and
cultural memory. This thematic issue of the Journal of Siberian Federal University, the
Humanities series, is aimed at forming this historical memory on the objective scientific
basis.
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Dear colleagues and readers,

This thematic issue of our Journal con-
siders various problems faced by the historical
science. The mission of the Humanities series
of the SibFU Scientific Journal is to publish re-
search findings in the field of modern human-
ities and social sciences, as well as to present
regional studies based on modern concepts and
methods (Abbot, 1990; Lange, 2012; Morrone
& Crisei, 1995, et al.).

The main content of the thematic issue is
composed of articles devoted to the history of
Siberia and the history of Siberian ethnocul-
tural groups (Kistova et al., 2016; Koptseva, &
Reznikova, 2015; Koptseva, 2014). Thus, the
scientific research by Yu.M. Goncharov and
co-authors represents the integration of a the-
oretical-historical approach and specific his-
torical studies of Altai of the 18" — early 20t
centuries. The authors identify the main trends
in the study of the history of Altai, offer their
own understanding of the features of the scien-
tific school, which is forming around the Altai
historical regional studies. The article presents
relevant materials related to the last 20 years of
research on this issue. There is no doubt that
such reflection will allow historians to see the
trends and act with a clearer focus and better
organisation.

Regional Siberian historical issues are
posed and solved in the article by E.V. Komleva
regarding the dynasty of Yeniseisk merchants
and the role of merchant dynasties in the for-
mation of Siberian Russian business. The au-
thor analyses historical sources that were not
previously featured in the scientific literature.
Some patterns characteristic of the Siberian
merchants as a whole have been identified. The
topic of the influence of the Kobychev mer-
chant dynasty on the events of urban public
life raised in the article is of particular interest.
In the context of the recent anniversary — the
400th anniversary of the city of Yeniseisk —
this article also has memorial significance; it
introduces the scientific image of the oldest city
of the Krasnoyarsk Krai into the world histor-
ical science.

O.L. Lushnikova and co-authors used new
historical methods, in particular, the method of
analysis of oral history in the aspect of study-

ing the events of the Great Patriotic War and
its impact on the daily life of the population of
the Krasnoyarsk Krai. This article is important
for the all-Russian and world anniversary — the
75th anniversary of the Victory in the Great Pa-
triotic War. Based on the analysis of sources —
the oral stories of eyewitnesses who are now
very advanced in age (which makes this type
of historical source extremely important), the
patterns of leisure activities during the war, as
well as the specifics of urban and rural leisure
of youth of this historical period, are revealed.
Like other articles of the thematic issue, the
authors demonstrate an effective combination
of empirical historical research and serious
conceptual generalisations. The results of this
study will be in demand by historians of var-
ious fields — in the field of the history of Si-
beria, the history of Russia, the history of so-
cio-cultural activities, and the history of leisure
activities (Lange, 2012). It is also important to
test the method of oral local stories, which is
currently becoming a significant trend in the
modern humanities (Morrone & Crisei, 1995;
Perlmutter, 1994).

The history of Siberia is the history of
a complex multicultural and multi-ethnic
community (Koptseva, 2014; Naumov, 2006;
Wood, 2011, et al). The history of the most di-
verse ethnic and cultural groups unfolds in a
single social space. The article by M. Ulanov
and co-authors reveals some important aspects
of the gender and religious history of Siberi-
an Buryats. It examines the complex status of
women in the Buryat tradition, the history of
changes in this status, the relationship of social
identities with purely religious and purely eth-
nic ones. The authors pay special attention to
the change in the level of Buddhist religiosity
among the Buryat ethnocultural group, as well
as to the strengthening of the role of women
in modern Buddhist religious communities.
These trends are contrary to the traditional low
status of women in classical Buddhism; how-
ever, they correspond to the global trends of
Buddhism in a number of modern Mahayana
schools, which include Buryat Buddhism. The
authors report a number of interesting facts,
for example, about the predominance of wom-
en among Buddhist believers who are actively
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practicing Buddhist religious practices. The
regional history of the Buddhist religion pre-
sented in this article is of great importance for
the history of world religion, including modern
Russia and modern countries where Buddhism
prevails (we are talking not only about the
countries of Southeast Asia, but also about the
corresponding Buddhist communities in Euro-
pean and North American regions).

The theme of the history of Buddhism in
Buryatia is continued with the article by our
long-time author D.D. Amogolonova devoted
to the religious politics of late imperial Russia.
The author expands the problem area of re-
search and uses the comparative-historical and
comparative-conceptual approaches, reveal-
ing the contradictions between the Orthodoxy
of the late Russian Empire and the traditional
Buddhist religion of the Buryats. However, this
article does not focus on historical chronologi-
cal narrative, it puts forward and proposes new
solutions to the problems of ethnic, cultural and
religious identity, reveals the features of iden-
tification processes in a complex socio-cul-
tural Siberian space, where Christianity and
Buddhism, ideological monoliths and complex
ideological constructs intersect. Since the mod-
ern ideological space is just characterised by the
increased complexity of its constructs, the his-
torical aspects of their formation are extremely
important not only for historical science itself,
but also for the humanities as a whole.

The research by V.N. Asochakova and
co-authors continues the theme of the ethno-
cultural history of the indigenous peoples of
Siberia. They aim to reveal the history of local
communities of the Khakass-Minusinsk Krai
in the context of the history of religions, in-
cluding large faiths and small religious groups.
The authors consider the reasons why stable
religious communities in this territory did not
develop. Similar to other articles of our the-
matic issue, historical empiricism passes into
a substantiated conceptual generalisation, re-
veals the features of border communities, spe-
cific contradictions between different ethnic
religious groups. Archival materials that have
not previously been published, are introduced;
a large historiographic review with its own sci-
entific value is made.

The latest history of migration is revealed
in the work by T.D. Egorova and co-authors
which presents a scientific model of the pattern
of migrants’ concentration in one of the areas
of Stockholm (Sweden) based on an extensive
empirical study. The authors reveal the fea-
tures of the urban history of the modern Eu-
ropean state, which, according to a number of
socio-economic and cultural parameters, occu-
pies one of the first places in the world. The his-
tory of European urban studies is complement-
ed by identifying the reasons for the formation
of such immigration urban communities in
the Swedish capital. We see how historical re-
search allows us to draw the most important
theoretical conclusions related to migration
and ethnocultural studies. The findings of this
study are completely relevant to the current
Russian, including Siberian, issues where the
main problem of migration is the formation of
the so-called ethnic enclaves, a type of migra-
tion ‘ghetto’. What North European states such
as Sweden encounter in their recent history is
the immediate future for us. Thus, the main
conclusions of this article are important for our
Russian experts and analysts closely monitor-
ing migration flows in Russian cities.

The second group consists of studies re-
lated to the latest trends, including science and
education, the history of science and the history
of education. In modern northern studies, there
is great interest in topics related to prehistoric
animal mammoths. The article “The History of
World and Russian Mammoth Studies” by V.S.
Luzan and co-authors is devoted to the histo-
ry of social research and the representation of
the concept of “mammoth” in modern world
and domestic culture. The authors consider an
extensive regulatory framework related to the
mammoth remains in the northern and Arctic
territories. Modern cultural products also ac-
tively use the positive image of the mammoth
in animated films. Russian cities use the image
of the mammoth in their coats of arms. The
mammoth really turns into a ‘concept’, and
the history of the formation of this concept is
rightfully presented in the historical issue of
our journal.

The history of scientific research of the
state national policy is disclosed in the article
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by Yu.S. Zamaraeva and co-authors. It is gen-
erally recognised that Soviet national state pol-
icy was advanced and unique. The essence of
this uniqueness is represented by authors who
actively use the methods of historical analysis
and historical comparisons. No wonder state
practices of cultural national construction are
actively discussed today in various modern
states that are looking for new ways of social
development in the context of new technologi-
cal revolutions. It is the national issue that is to-
day acute in many multicultural modern states.
The Soviet experience presented in the article
is important and is taken into account by politi-
cians of very different orientations.

Finally, the third group of studies is devot-
ed to various metahistorical aspects of modern
historical knowledge, the conceptual and meth-
odological basis of modern history. The most
important modern technology in the human-
ities and social sciences is digitalisation tech-
nology. On its basis, new formats for the organ-
isation of intellectual work appear in university
scientific libraries. This issue is revealed in the
work by R.A. Baryshev and co-authors in the
article on the transformation of library technol-
ogy into the digital era. The question of chang-
ing and strengthening the role of libraries in
the modern history of Russia is also an issue
of how to form historical and cultural memo-
ry and transfer cultural heritage. The authors
propose a solution to a number of discussion
issues, referring to the current experience of
Siberian Federal University.

The philosophy of history emerges in
the 19th century and remains one of the most
important forms of metahistorical knowledge
(Tuchman, 1994). The application of the cat-
egory of ideal for research in the field of the
history of religion is described in the article
by T.V. Izluchenko and co-authors. The phil-
osophical foundations of modern historical
research replenished with a meaningful con-
ceptual text. Moreover, in a rather rare case,
philosophical studies have a bright applied
focus. However, this time historical and phil-
osophical research is connected with the pre-
vention of religious extremism, on the basis
of the concept presented in the article, it is
possible to formulate criteria for classifying a

particular group, a particular text as extrem-
ism, or, on the contrary, to make sure that ex-
tremism is absent there. This applied focus of
the research is one of the significant trends in
modern Russian science. The analysis of the
utopian worldview, which is considered in its
connection with extremist ideas and concepts,
is of particular interest.

The recent history of Tuvan education and
Tuvan universities is revealed in the article by
O.M. Khomushku and co-authors. At the pres-
ent stage in the history of Tuvan university ed-
ucation, a trend towards academic mobility has
developed and has become possible for scien-
tific analysis. At the universities of the Siberian
Federal District, the processes of academic mo-
bility of Tuvan students facilitate the exchange
of scientific and educational experience. At the
same time, Tomsk universities, which are dis-
cussed in this article, are among the best Rus-
sian and world universities. The recent history
of Tuvan higher education can be understood
precisely in this positive trend. The authors de-
scribe specific practices of academic mobility
and indicate the specific cultural peculiarity of
these practices.

Modern ideologemes significant for the
history of culture are analysed and discussed in
the article by N.Yu. Beregovaya and O.A. Kar-
lova. The classical problem of the national idea
is reflected in scientific research, summarising
the numerous scientific and expert discussions
on the problems of Russia’s own historical and
civilisational path. The authors consider an im-
portant metahistorical problem of the forma-
tion of new forms of social identities, the basis
for which is one or another historical memory.
The problem of markers for cultural boundar-
ies is posed, and assumptions are made that the
absence of such borders is rather an ideological
manipulation than a social or humanitarian re-
ality. Based on the synthesis of historical and
cultural materials, researchers show the reality
of a multicultural community and reveal the es-
sence of its ideological foundations.

Thus, the first historical thematic issue
presented to the attention of our readers and
experts gathered rather extensive and represen-
tative issues of historical research. The empha-
sis on the regional dimension is noticeable. The
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use of new research methods, both conceptual ical issues of migration are revealed on the ex-
and specialised historical, is noteworthy. New  amples of interesting cases. We hope for feed-
archival materials were introduced into scien- back and expect a heated discussion from our
tific use, the history of science and education readers, including on the pages of our scientific
was replenished with new scientific facts. Top-  journal.
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Cubupckuil pedepanvhvlil yHusepcumem
Poccutickas ®edepayus, Kpacnoapck

AnHoTanus. Bo BCTymuieHHH K TeMaTHYE€CKOMY HOMEpY, MOCBSAIIEHHOMY POCCHICKOM
HACTOPHYECKOH HayKe, pAacKphIBaeTCs NPHUHIUN (OPMHUPOBAHUS HCCIICIOBAHUM,
Pe3yIbTaThl KOTOPHIX 3/IECh MPE3eHTYIOTCS. PaccMaTpuBaeTcst akTyaabHas TpoOieMaTiKa
COBPEMEHHOTO HCTOPHYECKOTO 3HAHMS, PACKPBIBAETCS CYTh MPEICTABICHHBIX
MaTepuanoB, UX 3HAUYEHHUE JUIsI COBPEMEHHOM Hayku. ONpeIeNsItoTCs TIIaBHBIE TEHACHITH
Pa3BUTHSI UICTOPHUECKOTO, HCTOPUKO-KYIIETYPHOTO, UCTOPUKO-HAYKOBETUECKOTO 3HAHMUS
B KOHTEKCTE MHPOBOW JIMHWUU COBPEMEHHBIX TYMaHUTApHBIX HAayK. B OCHOBy Bcex
HCCIICIOBAHMK OBLITH TTOJIOKEHBI ONPEICIICHHbIC KOHIIENTYaIbHBIC 1 METOIO0JIOTHICCKHE
MOJXOBI, PAJl CTAaTel MOATOTOBJCHBI MO WUTOraM Mpoleamero B okrsaope 2019 roma
Cubupckoro wuctopuyeckoro ¢opyma. OOpaileHO BHHMaHHE HA PETHOHAJBHYIO
CHOMPCKYIO0 TPOOTIEMAaTHKY psla CTaTeil, a TAaKKe BBIICISIOTCS paOOThl, CBA3aHHBIC C
HCTOpHEH TYMaHWUTApHBIX HayK, MCTOPHEH T'YMaHHTApHOTO OOpa30oBaHUsS B BBICIIHX
yueOHbIX 3aBeficHusIX CuOupckoro genepanbHoro okpyra. Ocodoe BHUMaHHUE yAeIsIeTCs
STHUYECKOW M MHUTPAIMOHHOHN MpOOJIeMaTHKE, PACCMAaTPUBAIOTCS KEWCHI, CBSI3aHHBIC C
STUMH HUcclienoBaHUsAMHU. [eorpaduueckas NMpeJCTaBICHHOCTh aBTOPOB INMHUPOKA: OT T.
MockBsl A0 T. Yaan-Yma. JlocTtarouno O60bII0H pas3ien NOCBIIeH HCTOPUN PA3TUIHBIX
ATHOKYJIBTYPHBIX TPYIIIL, TPUHAJISKAIUX K KOPeHHBIM Hapoaam Cubupu. Mcropuueckas
HayKa UMeeT 0c000e 3HaueHUE B KOHTEKCTE IPOOJIEMATHKU HCTOPUYECKOM U KYJIBTYPHOU
namatd. JlaHHBI TeMatudeckuit Homep kypHaita Cubupckoro ¢denepaabHOTO
yHuBepcuTeTa «['yMaHUTapHBIE HAYKI» UMEET b0 (POPMUPOBAThH ATY UCTOPHUIECKYIO
MaMATh Ha 0OBEKTUBHOUM HAyYHOUW OCHOBE.

KuaroueBble cioBa: ucTropuueckas Hayka, poccuiickas uctopus, uctopus Cubupw,
HCTOPHSI HAyKH, ICTOPHS KYJIBTYPBI, HCTOPUS 00pa30BaHMS.

Hayunsie cnenmansHoctu: 07.00.00 — ucropuueckue Hayku, 24.00.00 — KynbTyposorusi.



