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Introduction
Many researchers note that cultural studies are currently on the rise. Particular 

attention is paid to applied research on regional processes in culture. In modern works, 
a combination of applied and theoretical research is particularly relevant.
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The purpose of this article is to consider the key urgent problems of cultural research 
pointed out in the works of various authors related to the regional aspects of culture studies. 
This overview includes the classification of the main topics of current research, both in 
world practice and in the Krasnoyarsk Krai. As a result, it was possible to determine 
such areas of research as ethnocultural processes, ethnic identity and its development, 
art mediation, transformation of ethnic identity, contemporary art, musical folklore, the 
concepts of “war” and “peace”, the language and culture of the indigenous peoples of the 
North, urban studies. A detailed overview of these areas is presented below.

Challenges of ethno- cultural processes.
Within the framework of studying small- numbered indigenous peoples of the 

Krasnoyarsk Krai, special attention is paid to the study of changes and transformation 
processes among ethnic groups of the northern areas of the Krasnoyarsk Krai.

V. P. Krivonogov has been studying small- numbered indigenous Siberian peoples 
and challenges of ethno- cultural processes in long-term ethno- graphic studies. The 
ethnographer pays specific attention to progressing processes of miscegenation and 
language assimilation among indigenous peoples of the Krasnoyarsk Krai, as well as 
pattern policy of the state as humanitarian technology for preservation and maintenance 
of ethno- cultural identity of indigenous peoples (Krivonogov, 2006).

The work by N. P. Koptseva, A. N. Khizhnyakova and K. V. Reznikova considers 
language interrelations of the indigenous people of the north of the Krasnoyarsk Krai 
(Koptseva, Khizhnyakova, Reznikova, 2011).

N. P. Koptseva, N. N. Pimenova and K. V. Reznikova in their research pay 
attention to the problem of cultural changes among small indigenous peoples living 
in communities in the north of the Krasnoyarsk Krai connected with global processes 
(Koptseva, Pimenova, Reznikona, 2010; Reznikova et al., 2016; Koptseva, & Kirko, 
2014a, 2014b, 2014c, 2014d; Reznikova, et al., 2017)., Scientists suggest to use 
cultural anthropology as part of the study of the current state of indigenous peoples. 
N. M. Libakova and E. A. Sertakova consider the method of expert interviews in the 
study of the northern territories (Libakova, Sertakova, 2014).

K. V. Reznikova, based on a field study conducted in 2010, explores the possibilities 
of preserving and changing the traditional side of life of the indigenous peoples of the 
Turukhansky municipal district (Reznikova, 2013).

The works by V. S. Luzan provide an analysis of Russian and international 
legislation regarding indigenous peoples, as well as the study of the mechanisms of 
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state- business interaction among the indigenous peoples of the northern territories of 
the Krasnoyarsk Krai (Luzan, 2014, 2015).

Relevant problems of the transformation of ethnic identity  
and mechanisms for the development of ethnic identity

The phenomenon of ethnic identity is the subject of scientific discussion of 
representatives of almost all fields of the humanities. Therefore, scientists consider 
various aspects of this phenomenon. Ethnic identity is embodied through an ethnonym 
and is a conscious act of self-determination of a person through self-awareness as a 
unit of a certain ethnic group.

The challenges in studying ethnic identity are associated with a wide range 
of nominated meanings of this concept. There are many conceptual models and 
their interpretations. However, notwithstanding a large number of publications 
devoted to this topic, the phenomenon has not been completely and objectively 
covered. For example, researchers agree on the social nature of any identity, 
including ethnicity. According to this opinion, identity seems to be a structure 
subject to transformation processes, but studies on these processes are not 
common. Nevertheless, there have always been works that fully represent the 
specifics of the structure of ethnic identity, factors of changes in ethnic identity 
in historical dynamics analysing the current state of the phenomenon and the 
inf luence of modern factors thereupon, etc.

Which areas of research should be identified? M. S. Batashev, V. N. Ignatov, 
G. I. Lukyanov, N. P. Makarov, S. Ya. Palchin and A. S. Scherbakova have 
focused on the ethnogenesis of various ethnic groups. The specifics of the 
legal regulation of the socio- cultural development of these peoples have been 
investigated by I. Yu. Antonov, V. S. Luzan, K. G. Filant, S. N. Kharyuchi. 
E. A. Goroshko, T. A. Spirina and M. O. Makusheva are engaged in the research 
of the transformation of ethnic identity during the student years. V. I. Kirko, 
N. P. Koptseva and K. V. Reznikova have been studying traditional activities, 
cultural characteristics and customs with the suggestion of conservation practices. 
D. R. Gilyazeva, V. P. Krivonogov, D. G. Sevoyan and A.P Suntsov have focused 
on the language situation. The extremely relevant aspect of globalisation and 
its influence on the change of ethnic identity is considered by F. S. Androsova, 
S. G. Antsupova, M. S. Kuropyatnik, G. M. Parnikova, O. A. Povoroznyuk, 
D. A. Funk and V. I. Shadrin.
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Another aspect of the study of indigenous peoples of the Krasnoyarsk Krai is 
researching of the mechanisms for constructing the ethnocultural identity of indigenous 
peoples.

S. A. Podyapolsky and A. A. Gruzdev consider modern humanitarian technology as 
a mechanism of soft influence on certain communities and the ethnocultural processes 
occurring therein (Gruzdev, Pod’’yapol’skii, 2013). The use of the possibilities of fine and 
decorative art in the process of ethnic identification of indigenous peoples is especially 
noteworthy among the effective modern humanitarian technologies for constructing 
the ethnocultural identity of indigenous minorities (in addition to paternalistic policy). 
This direction is supported by N. P. Koptseva (Koptseva, Pimenova, Seredkina, 
2013), A. V. Kistova (Kistova, Pimenova, 2010), N. N. Pimenova (Pimenova, 2015), 
A. A. Sitnikova (Semenova, 2011), M. I. Bukova (Il’beikina, 2013) and others.

The scientific construction of an ethnos is considered in the works by N. P. Koptseva, 
K. V. Reznikova et al. (Koptseva, Pimenova, Reznikova, 2010). The study of 
socio- psychological attitudes to positive identity as a mechanism for constructing 
ethnocultural identity is being studied by N. N. Pimenova (Pimenova, 2015).

Studies of language and culture of the small- numbered 
indigenous peoples of the North

Currently the problem of the study and preservation of the languages and culture 
of indigenous peoples is especially relevant. For the Krasnoyarsk Krai, this is primarily 
the research of the indigenous peoples of the North.

N. A. Silantyeva (Silantyeva, 2015) examines various political, social, economic 
and cultural problems that the indigenous peoples of the North face at the present stage 
of development.

Measures on preserving the language of indigenous peoples are studied by 
Yu. S. Zamaraeva, N. A. Sergeeva, A. I. Filko (Zamaraeva, 2018; Zamaraeva, et al., 
2018). Based on the questionnaire and expert interviews, the researchers determine 
the measures on preservation of the language, which, according to the majority, should 
help in preserving the unique cultural heritage of the small- numbered indigenous 
peoples of the Evenki municipal district.

N. K. Fayzullina (Fayzullina, 2015) studies the creation of the written language 
of the indigenous peoples living in the north of Western Siberia —  the Khanty and 
the Mansi —  and the organisation of schooling of school-age children in their native 
language.
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The development of modern educational methods for the small- numbered indigenous 
peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East is quite relevant. Researchers M. A. Kolesnik, 
N. P. Koptseva, N. M. Libakova, E. A. Sertakova, K. V. Reznikova, N. N. Seredkina, 
and M. G. Smolina (Kolesnik et al., 2018; Koptseva, and Reznikova, 2015; Koptseva, et 
al., 2017; Seredkina, and Smolina, 2018) analyse the possibilities of contemporary art 
education as an effective tool for preserving the ethnocultural identity of the indigenous 
peoples of the North of the Krasnoyarsk Krai. A. A. Sitnikova, N. N. Pimenova, A. I. Filko 
(Sitnikova et al., 2018) consider modern effective pedagogical approaches in higher 
education and develop a system of practical actions to create an adaptive environment 
in the educational space of a university for graduates from indigenous minorities of the 
North on the material of the Krasnoyarsk Krai.

Migration studies
A significant part of regional culture studies is devoted to the problems of migration, 

processes of self-identification and integration of migrants.
Yu. S. Zamaraeva reveals an essential understanding of migration within the 

framework of the philosophy of culture, through linguocultural analysis of the content 
of the concept of “migration” (Zamaraeva, 2014). The work by K. V. Reznikova is 
devoted to the study of the image of migrants in the views of students of Siberian 
Federal University (Reznikova, 2016).

The problem of self-identification of migrants and migration processes in the 
Krasnoyarsk Krai can be traced in the works by A. V. Kistova, who considers the 
vectors of the influence of ethnic migration processes on the self-determination of 
the Chulymtsy ethnic group living in the Tyukhtet district of the Krasnoyarsk Krai 
(Kistova, 2015), A. A. Sitnikova, who studies the demographic and migration processes 
of indigenous peoples of the Krasnoyarsk Krai (Sitnikova, 2015). E. A. Sertakova and 
E. Yu. Avdonina are involved in the analysis of cinematographic works that touch upon 
migration (Sertakova and Avdonina, 2016). Yu. N. Avdeeva explores the importance of 
cultural memory as a form of transmission and actualisation of cultural meanings in 
the process of self-identification of migrants (Avdeeva, 2019).

Urban studies
Urban studies are an essential part of modern research while the modern age is the 

age of urbanisation and the most important sociocultural processes occur in the urban 
space mainly.
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The problems of the symbolism of the urban environment and the meanings 
of various symbols are considered by S. Dembski, L. R. Mijatović, P. J. Nas, M. De 
Groot, M. Schut, H.-D. Evers, E. Bakker, K. Saentaweesook, M. Stigwag, P. De Giosa, 
R.-A. Vermeer, S. Hettig, B. Bossak- Herbst, R. van Leeuwen, J. Luo, E. Durr, G. Kay, 
L. A. Hirfan and B. B. Momani (Nas, 2011, Mijatović, 2014). When considering 
signs and symbols in the city, many researchers turn to semiotic analysis (Stas’, 
2012, Rezanova, 2012, Iurenkova, 2014) and to studies of elements of urban space 
(Sihlongonyane, 2015, Weina, 2009, Utaberta, 2012).

Many researchers pay special attention to the studies of the remarkable places in 
the city. These can be both public spaces (Ferdous, 2013, Krase, Shortell, 2011), and 
places which are significant for the image of the city (Diagileva, Zhuravleva, 2012).

If we talk about Krasnoyarsk as the largest city in the Krasnoyarsk Krai, 
N. P. Koptseva, E. A. Sertakova and M. G. Smolina (Smolina et al., 2018) in their 
article outline the following modern areas of urban space research: diagnostics of the 
city ecology, monitoring of public opinion and the study of the causes of migration of 
educated youth, as well as aesthetic criticism of the territory, cataloguing of historical, 
cultural and architectural heritage, discussion of the urban plan and the problems of its 
implementation, as well as the problems of universal mobility of citizens, including the 
accessibility of the urban environment for disabled people.

M. V. Tarasova, A. A. Sitnikova, M. I. Ilbeikina, N. N. Pimenova, A. V. Kistova, 
E. A. Sertakova, M. A. Kolesnik and N. A. Bakhova in their works study the visual 
image of the city of Krasnoyarsk and its perception with the help of philosophical and 
art history analysis of art works in the urban environment (Sertakova, Koptseva, 2015; 
Mirkes, Sergeyeva, 2011; Kistova, et al., 2016; Koptseva, 2015; Karlova, Koptseva, 
2013; Kolesnik, 2011).

Studies of the contemporary art of the region
Paying attention to the urgent problems of regional culture studies, it is worth 

paying attention to the specifics of contemporary art in the Krasnoyarsk Krai.
Considering regional problems, it is worth noting the development of the preservation 

of art works by indigenous peoples of the North. As noted by A. V. Kistova and 
N. P. Pimenova, the practices of preserving the cultural heritage of the indigenous peoples 
of the North and Siberia in the Krasnoyarsk Krai demonstrate prevailing academic 
approach forms: museumification, conservation, scientific research and reconstruction of 
art works. The researchers also note the development of the ways to actualise and preserve 
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the cultural heritage of indigenous peoples (Kistova & Pimenova, 2017). E. A. Sertakova 
and A. A. Gerasimova, in turn, note the problem of the loss of national identity by the 
inhabitants of the region and the growing continuity of American and European cultures 
(Sertakova, & Gerasimova, 2015; Sertakova, et al., 2016). N. P. Koptseva, N. N. Pimenova 
and N. N. Seredkina consider the traditional religion and art of the indigenous peoples 
of the North as “a factor in the formation of a positive all- Russian cultural identity” and 
study the influence of modern ritual forms of culture and folk art on the formation of the 
positive ethnic identity (Koptseva, et al., 2013).

Contemporary art in the Krasnoyarsk Krai is presented by the art of indigenous 
peoples with the preservation of an original element, contemporary art reflecting the 
problems of modern society, conceptual art, art using the traditions of American and 
European cultures.

It is worth noting the type of exhibition sites on the example of the city of Krasnoyarsk: 
private galleries, open galleries of higher educational institutions, municipal cultural 
institutions. In other parts of the region, the type of municipal cultural institutions 
is most developed. Each type has its own specificity which depends on the material 
support and the state or commercial programme which in turn leads to the problem of 
the ratio of the aesthetic and commercial in art.

Touching upon the commercial side of art, it is necessary to note the development 
of the art market in the region as a complex social and cultural phenomenon, which 
in turn has an impact on the artistic life of the society and is strongly associated with 
material assessment of cultural values.

Similarly, one of the urgent problems of culture studies directly related to the 
functioning of contemporary art, is the practice of art mediation. Being a modern form 
of interaction between the museum and the audience, in accordance with the concept of 
Museum 2.0 introducing changes in its cultural and educational activities, art mediation 
is also a new way of interpreting works of art —  with the viewer and for the viewer. 
An integral feature of it is the highest attention to the audience’s individuality, the 
desire to generate “incomprehensible art” (contemporary, first of all) understandable, 
the viewer’s motivation to perceive it on their own with the help of an art mediator.

The relevance of this topic for culture studies in the region is confirmed by the 
possibility of analysing art mediation in practice. Since 2018, the “Peace Square” 
museum in Krasnoyarsk, having adopted the experience of the Moscow Museum of 
Modern Art, has been applying art mediation practice in its work, thus having become 
a material for research (Moskalyuk et al., 2016; Burlutskaia et al., 2018).
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Understanding art mediation as a communicative practice uniting the viewer, the 
work of art, as well as the art mediator as an intermediary of their dialogue, allows for 
further theoretical understanding of the phenomenon of art mediation to turn to the key 
works of Krasnoyarsk scientists. Thus, according to the theory of fine art developed by 
V. I. Zhukovskii in collaboration with N. P. Koptseva (Zhukovskii and Koptseva, 2004), 
it is communication that makes the work of art authentic and provides benefits for the 
viewer. If it is under threat, according to V. I. Zhukovskii, an art historian should come 
to help both sides of communication as their vocation is to “professionally perform 
the adaptation function of a mediator between the work of art, on the one hand, and 
the viewer, on the other” (Zhukovskii, 2011). Further development of the theoretical 
concepts of the concept of artistic communication in relation to various types of fine art 
was undertaken by M. V. Tarasova (Tarasova, 2010, 2015), as well as by other authors.

Therefore, we can distinguish such problems of regional culture studies on the 
example of the Krasnoyarsk Krai in the field of contemporary art as the predominance 
of the academic approach forms, the loss of national identity by residents, the problem 
of the ratio of aesthetics and state or commercial programming of works of art, as well 
as the problem of the concept of artistic communication of the viewer with the work 
of art.

Musical folklore of the Krasnoyarsk Krai
Siberia is one of the largest regions of our country. The research of its musical 

culture has started quite recently. The study of musical folklore was completed by 
such outstanding scientists of the 20th century as V. G. Vasilevich (Vasilevich, 1969), 
A. A. Makarenko (Makarenko, 1962), Yu. I. Sheikin (Sheikin, 2002), T. V. Pavlova 
(Pavlova, 1997) and others.

The conducted research contributed to the enrichment of the treasury of musical 
art by the unique collections of sound recordings, musical materials, as well as the 
collection of traditional musical instruments.

It is noteworthy that before the revolution the musical folklore of Siberia was 
practically not recorded, and therefore it is still interesting for modern researchers.

The Krasnoyarsk Krai is rightfully considered to be the centre of folk music and 
song art. Many songs of the region are famous for their rich intonation and rhythm 
variety. A. A. Makarenko (Makarenko, 1962) while exploring the musical folklore of 
the Yenisei province at the turn of the 19th —  20th centuries noted a special love for 
songwriting and musical talent among the local population.
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Modern performers of folk songs in the Krasnoyarsk Krai are distinguished by 
subtlety and expressiveness of performance. A distinctive stylistic feature in their 
performance is a complex polyphony in lyric songs and heterophonic polyphony in a 
wedding ceremony. Sacred and historical songs have peculiar variable sound.

Similar artefacts of the song culture of the region have been recorded by researchers 
for more than a decade. A significant contribution to the collection of song folklore 
of the Krasnoyarsk Krai was made by the Krasnoyarsk composer F. P. Veselkov, 
N. A. Shulpekov, L. D. Ecard and others.

Currently the style and history of folk music and song art has been actively 
reviving. Folklore groups are annually created in the Krasnoyarsk Krai, which have 
become famous not only in the region, but throughout the country: Krasa music group 
(Krasnoyarsk), Krasnaya Rus music group (Borodino), Kheiro music group (Taimyr), 
and Sibirskaya Vechora (Krasnoyarsk).

Studies of the “war” and “piece” concepts
At the turn of the 20th —  21st centuries scientists in the Krasnoyarsk Krai and 

other regions of Russia have outlined a cultural turn in understanding the concepts of 
“war” and “peace”. During this period, the scope of the methodology has expanded, 
which led to the development of various research approaches: positivistic and post-
positivistic, understanding and explaining, neo- Kantian and phenomenological, 
structuralist and post-structuralist (Senyavskaya, 2004). The study of the concepts 
of “war” and “peace” is in the peripheral state of various humanities. Namely, these 
sciences are history, sociology, philosophy, ethnology, psychology, political science, 
cultural science. The peripheral position of this problem makes its research difficult. 
The main research centres for studying the topics of “war” and “peace” in Russia are 
Moscow, St. Petersburg, Tomsk Oblast, and Novosibirsk Oblast; in other regions of 
Russia, these concepts are less popular among scientists. The Krasnoyarsk Krai and 
other Far Eastern regions do not have high-quality scientific research on the problems 
of “war” and “peace”.

As a result of the activities of Russian scientists, Russian scientific literature devoted 
to “war” and “peace” was enriched by works on the military culture and subculture 
of various societies, states, and armies. Russian scientists who deal with this problem 
are N. S. Rozov, A. I. Pershits, Yu. I. Semenov, N. A. Korf, G. A. Leer, N. N. Golovin, 
Zabolotny, P. A. Sorokin, N. A. Timashev. V. I. Obraztsov, V. V. Serebryannikov, 
V. G. Andreev, V. V. Kruglov, V. I. Gamov, M. E. Sosnovsky, V. A. Shnirelman, 
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V. P. Kultygin are modern authors with outstanding dissertations on this subject. Such 
cultural phenomena as “information war”, “hybrid war”, “political war”, “psychological 
war”, etc., which reflect the essence of modern concepts of “war” and “peace” came to 
the humanities from abroad (Gamov, 2000).

An important prerequisite for the study of “war” and “peace” concepts was the 
abolition of the “truth monopoly” of Marxism- Leninism in the field of methodology of 
social and human sciences (Grebenkov, 2009). Scientists were able to pay attention to 
the cultural aspects of military activity, trying to identify the influence of culture on 
the consciousness and behaviour of a person under war conditions (Bazhukov, 2009). 
This allowed us to reconsider these phenomena in Russian culture. An important 
area of study of “war” and “peace” concepts was the “informatisation of society”, 
which in the 21st century has had a great impact on the cultural development of these 
concepts. This led to the fact that “war” and “peace” begin to occupy such cultural 
spaces as the media, the Internet, social networks, etc., which erase the semantic 
contraposition of the concepts under consideration. The war in the 21st century has a 
peaceful connotation. “War” and “peace” are now becoming identical concepts. These 
phenomena begin to exist inside each other becoming more and more integral parts of 
the whole, complementing one another.

Therefore, from the above it follows that, in connection with the development of 
world information technologies, political and economic instruments, scientific research 
of the concepts of “war” and “peace is extremely relevant for Russian society.

Conclusion
The analysis of regional cultural studies allowed to identify the most relevant areas 

for the Krasnoyarsk Krai, such as transformation processes among ethnic groups in the 
north of the region, as well as consideration of linguistic interactions of the indigenous 
peoples of the North. The article considers the problem of cultural changes among 
small indigenous peoples compactly living in the North of the Krasnoyarsk Krai and 
problems associated with global processes that affect the mechanisms of constructing 
the ethnocultural identity of indigenous peoples, which can be attributed to the problems 
of ethnic identity research. From the point of view of urban environment studies, it 
is worth highlighting the problems of symbolism of the urban environment and the 
meanings of various symbols. In the field of contemporary art, there are such problems 
of regional cultural studies as the predominance of the academic approach, the loss of 
national identity by residents, the problem of the correlation of aesthetics and state or 
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commercial programming of art works, as well as the problem of the concept of artistic 
communication of the viewer with the work of fine art. Musical culture, in turn, has 
been little studied, which is one of the main challenges itself. As for the concepts of 
“war” and “peace”, the main centres of research on this issue are the European part of 
Russia, Western Siberia and in Central Siberia (including the Krasnoyarsk Krai) and 
the Far East, these concepts are less popular. Thus, as a result of the analysis, the most 
demanded and promising areas of regional cultural research have been identified.
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Обзор актуальных региональных культурных  
исследований (Красноярский край):  
проблемы и подходы
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В настоящей статье представлены результаты анализа актуальных региональных 
культурных исследований. Целью данного анализа было определить, какие направле-
ния культурных исследований в современном мире наиболее перспективны с точки зре-
ния изучения культуры регионов. Конкретным примером послужили не только статьи 
зарубежных авторов, но также и исследования культуры, проводившиеся непосред-
ственно в Красноярском крае. На основании обзора можно сделать вывод, что акту-
альными для Красноярского края на данный момент являются исследования в таких 
направлениях: этнокультурные процессы, этническая идентичность и ее конструиро-
вание, трансформация этноидентичности, язык и культура коренных малочисленных 
народов Севера, миграционные процессы, городские исследования, современное искус-
ство, арт-медиация, музыкальный фольклор, концепты «вой на» и «мир».

Ключевые слова: культурные исследования, Арктика, Красноярский край, региональные 
исследования, этнокультурные процессы, этническая идентичность, арт-медиация, 
современное искусство, музыкальный фольклор, концепт, городские исследования.

Научная специальность: 17.00.00 —  искусствоведение; 24.00.00 —  культурология.


