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Abstract. The main purpose of the research results presented in this article is an 
attempt to define the goal and the objectives of the new discipline – transdisciplinary 
regionology, taking into consideration the experience of Russian and foreign schools. 
The subject of the research is approaches to defining goals and objectives of regional 
studies in different schools. To study these approaches, the authors use systemic 
analysis, comparative analysis, conceptual analysis and terminological analysis as the 
main methods. The article covers the process of establishing a new scientific discipline, 
which unites the achievements of different disciplines that focus on studying regions and 
regional processes. The authors substantiate transdisciplinarity as its basic characteristic 
and explain the choice of the term “regionology”. The results of the work are applicable 
in the process of theoretical development of terminology and methodology of regional 
studies as well as in planning applied works in this field. In the conclusion of the article, 
the authors infer that the main goal of transdisciplinary regionology is to define the laws 
of uneven development of world regions basing on the transdisciplinary approach and 
the scientific- pragmatic experience of the region or group of regions under study, which 
determines its specific objectives.
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Introduction
The importance of studying a region, its 

specific features, the factors and perspectives 
of its development in the modern world is hard 
to overestimate. The need for such studies is 
substantiated by the most important trends 
of interregional relations – the processes of 
regionalization and globalization, which, as 
many researchers believe, develop as two dy-
namic processes influencing each other (Plot-
nikova, Dubrovina, 2013: 135). In the center 
of this mutual influence are the regions that 
possess a variety of resources and are able to 
become a crossing point for the main econom-
ic ways and interactions of different countries, 
taking advantage of their geographical po-
sition, they become a center of attraction of 
foreign partners (Plotnikova, Dubrovina 2013: 
136). For the regions that have not become such 
centers, studying its own experience as well as 
the experience of other regions’ development 
comes as a challenge and a growing point, al-
lowing taking into consideration the negative 
factors that slow down regional development 
and using the region’s advantages to reach the 
desired level of political, economic and social 
development.

Theoretical framework
The idea that a region must be an object 

of an independent discipline, has been formed 
by 1950-s. By that time, the USSR had already 
had Soviet zoning school (районная школа), 
the theory for which had been written by N. Ba-
ranskiy (Baranskiy, 1926; 1928), the basics of 
economic zoning were formed (Kolosovskiy, 
1958); however, these disciplines developed 
in the framework of economic development. 
Meanwhile, a new scientific community was de-
veloping on the basis of American Economics 
Association – Regional Science Association. Its 
first independent planning meeting took place in 
December 1954 (Isard, 2003: 75). The founder 
of the discipline was an economist and geog-
rapher W. Isard. Little by little, the branches 

of the association opened in all over the world, 
constituting the network of Regional Science 
Association International. On the whole, re-
search activities of this school remain to be of 
economic- geographic nature.

In the second half of the 20th century and 
at the beginning of the 21st century the goals 
and objectives of region studies in foreign 
science were conducted, in particular, in the 
framework of such disciplines as Regional Sci-
ence and Area Studies. In Russian science, re-
gion studies were conducted in the framework 
of various schools that relied each on their own 
basic principles. In general, this results in ad-
herence to a certain discipline, which uses the 
methodology and terminology of other disci-
plines as well; in some cases, this results in us-
ing an interdisciplinary approach at the joint of 
two or three disciplines. In this way, economic- 
geographic traditions are supported by 
Problem- based Country Studies (проблемное 
страноведение) (Ya. Mashbitz, V. Gokhman). 
Global Studies (A. Utkin, M. Cheshkov, 
M. Delyagin, V. Leybin, A. Chumakov, V. Ino-
zemtsev etc.) are defined as a new philosophy 
of the globalizing world, “a conceptual science 
that expresses a true philosophical approach, a 
truly philosophical examination of the global 
world around us” (Vasilescu, 2010: 22). Such 
studies as Region Studies (регионоведение) 
(Yu. Gladkiy, A. Chistobaev, V. Dergachyov, 
L. Vardomskiy, Yu. Volkov, V. Ignatov, V. Bu-
tov, T. Morozova, M. Ivanova, M. Shtan’ko, 
M. Sharygin, Yu. Abramov, I. Barygin, I. Pav-
lovskiy, V. Naumenko) and regionalism studies 
(регионалистика) (N. Zubarevich, E. Vavilo-
va, D. Lopatnikov, E. Kuz’bozhev, I. Koz’eva) 
for a long time could not relate to other disci-
plines, in inclination sometimes to Economic 
Geography, sometimes to Political Science, 
sometimes to other regional disciplines. Re-
cently, attempts have been made to institution-
alize regional science and define its place and 
role in the system of other disciplines. In par-
ticular, A. Voskresenskiy and his colleagues 
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(A. Baykov, V. Belokrenitskiy, A. Ermolaev, 
E. Koldunova, A. Kireeva) propose to consider 
World Complex Region Studies and Compara-
tive World Politics to be the new subjects of the 
International Relations discipline (Voskresens-
kiy, 2013: 95).

Statement of the problem
The current state of regional studies can 

be characterized with the following problems:
1) the ambiguity of the term that names 

the discipline, both in Russia and abroad;
2) the ambiguity of the place of the disci-

pline among other disciplines;
3) the ambiguity of the goals, the objec-

tives, the subject and the methodology.
It is obvious from what has been said 

above that in the modern science there has 
arisen the need to, on the one hand, combine 
different approaches to studying regions, thus 
providing an opportunity of a complex, sys-
tematic examination of the object of the study. 
On the other hand, there has arisen the need 
to maintain the trend of transdisciplinarity by 
including the methods and tools of all socio- 
humanitarian disciplines (both those basic for 
it and those that have been long aside) into the 
theory and methodology of the new discipline. 
In particular, this role can be played by trans-
disciplinary regionology.

The proposed term contains an attempt 
to solve the first two problems from the three 
listed above. Firstly, the term “Regionology”, 
so far not so frequently used in Russian schol-
arly discourse as “Region Studies”, provides a 
deeper reflection on the processes of forming 
an academic discipline – as opposed to the en-
tity of accumulated knowledge about the object 
of research – “in Russian, the part of the world 
-логия (–logy) – from names of disciplines 
such as “seismology”, “parasitology”, “nutriol-
ogy” etc. – is usually associated with the type 
of knowledge in which deductive conclusion 
can be drawn basing on the given data and the 
logical structure of the knowledge”1 (Rozhdest-
venskiy, 1996: 3). Secondly, the term points to 
transdisciplinarity as the basic characteristic of 
the discipline, which allows employing a com-

1 Here and further all quotations from non- English- speaking 
sources are translated by the authors of the article.

plex approach to the analysis of the develop-
ment of a region using preceding achievements 
of all the region studies disciplines and taking 
advantage of the new research and theories.

Methods
The subject of the research is approach-

es to defining goals and objectives of region-
al studies in different schools. To study these 
approaches, the authors use systemic analysis, 
comparative analysis, conceptual analysis and 
terminological analysis as the main methods.

Discussion
The definition of the goals, the objectives, 

the object, the subject, and the methodology 
of transdisciplinary Regionology can be done 
by having first analyzed the experience of the 
existing disciplines that focus on studying re-
gions from different angles.

In Russian science, there exist several in-
terrelated approaches to the goals and objec-
tives of disciplines that focus on region studies:

1) on the basis of distinguishing region 
studies from other disciplines;

2) reliance on one or several disciplines 
as a basis for region studies development;

3) on the basis of the paradigm the re-
searcher has accepted.

As for the first approach of the listed 
above, defining the objectives of a discipline 
that focuses on regions on the basis of distin-
guishing it from other disciplines takes place 
because, despite their respectful age, region 
studies are “young” in comparison to other 
disciplines. This approach has been used in the 
work of I. Rutsinskaya, who sees the objectives 
of region studies – unlike those of Local Areas 
Studies (краеведение) with its local and em-
piric character – as to see the specifics of the 
region, differentiate it from other regions, in-
clude the region into a more global system, try 
to explain the laws of territorial development 
(Rutsinskaya, 2009: 13).

Besides, the objectives of region studies 
can include synthesizing information on local 
area grouping countries on the basis of certain 
criteria (political, economic etc.) (Maksakovs-
kiy, 2004), as well as studying territorial enti-
ties where region studies act as an interdisci-
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plinary branch of geography, close to but not 
equivalent for area studies (Gladkiy, 2002).

Finally, defining the goals and the ob-
jectives can be carried out by distinguishing 
region studies (регионоведение) and region-
ology (регионология). For instance, V. Nau-
menko proposes to understand the objectives 
of regionology as to answer the question what 
a region is, reveal the basics and the regular-
ities of its development, and the objectives of 
region studies as to integrate different pieces 
of knowledge on different spheres of life (Nau-
menko, 2011: 75).

The second approach that implies reliance 
on one or several disciplines as a basis for re-
gion studies development provides the follow-
ing definition of the the goals and objectives.

In particlular, A. Voskresenskiy, having 
substantiated World Complex Region Stud-
ies (мировое комплексное регионоведение), 
states that «the purpose of complex world po-
litical and region studies of comparative nature 
basing on the methodology of comparative po-
litical analysis (crossregional political analysis) 
is to analyze historic events through the prism 
of complex integrative approaches of analysis 
of socioeconomic and cultural- political spaces 
that fix the distances and differentiations in the 
field of forming, functioning and development 
of world- political relations» (Voskresenskiy, 
2013: 90). In the continuation of the thought, 
E. Koldunova sees the purpose of world com-
plex region studies to be the explanation of the 
interrelation between international and intrana-
tional/intraregional processes and the study on 
how the peculiarities of intranational/regional 
development influence the global level (Kol-
dunova, 2016: 64). The purpose of this disci-
pline is relevant for the problems discussed and 
focuses on studying a region as an international 
relations actor.

Quite a different approach to defining the 
goals and objectives of regional science has been 
put forward by I. Pavlovskiy. He has brought up 
the idea of sociocultural region studies, which 
brings the discipline further away from interna-
tional relations and closer to, in particular, so-
cial anthropology. According to I. Pavlovskiy, 
the purpose of region studies is to study the pri-
orities and dominants constant for the territory 

of the given region as well as the “holes” in local  
culture2 that creates gaps not only in word for-
mation but also in the cultural phenomena and 
concepts (Pavlovskiy, 2014: 109). Moreover, 
I. Pavlovskiy highlights three basic objectives 
of region studies:

1) to give a terminologically correct de-
scription of the specificity of the properties ac-
quired by the ethnos as a result of its migration 
to other regions, which will facilitate a more 
detailed study of the influence of a region over 
languages and cultures;

2) to concretize the terms used in relation 
to a region, taking their regional specifics into 
consideration, since histories of regions often 
mismatch their descriptions in which more uni-
versal terms and concepts have been used;

3) studying the initial specific features of 
an ethnos, to label as most important those of 
them that remain constant for the region even 
if the ethnicities inhabiting it are replaced; to 
study the distinctive character of a region in the 
historical retrospective through the prism of 
the ethnicities that have inhabited it, “to study 
the destiny of the acquired features of ethnic-
ities that migrated from the region of study to 
another one” (Pavlovskiy, 2005: 146–148).

As can be seen from the goals and objec-
tives listed above, I. Pavlovskiy considers area 
studies to be a branch of knowledge at the joint 
of ethnolinguistics, social anthropology, eth-
nology, and philosophy.

In a similar way – using grounding of 
other disciplines – the goals and the objec-
tives of area studies have been described by a 
number of other scholars. In particular, V. Ra-
zumovskiy, D. Sevastyanov refer to Region 
Studies (регионоведение) and Country Stud-
ies (страноведение) as to branches of geogra-
phy and define the objective of region studies 
as to form “a complex representation of large 
regions of the world by uniting pieces of infor-
mation on groups of countries, their socioeco-
nomic and political ties, the perspectives of in-

2 By the “holes” in culture I. Pavlovskiy implies existence of 
a term but absence of the phenomena in cultural life. He be-
lieves a region must be studied not only through the phenom-
ena that are present in the culture of the ethnos inhibiting the 
region but also through the phenomena that are absent in this 
culture but present in other regions (Pavlovskiy, 2012).
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tegration and disintegration of world economy” 
(Razumovskiy, 2009: 85).

The socio- economic specifics of region-
al studies are seen as the most important by 
A. Obedkov. According to his opinion, the 
most important objectives of region studies as 
an analytical and applied science are descrip-
tion, explanation and prediction of regional 
socio- economic processes and complex char-
acteristics that make up the subject of studies 
(Obedkov, 2017: 132).

The third paradigm of region studies pro-
vides a way to define its goals and objectives 
in the following way. I. Barygin, defining the 
terms and the theoretical grounds for regional 
studies, proposes to base on the interdisciplin-
arity of regional studies and employ multipara-
digmality. Assuming that “region studies, bas-
ing on the analysis of proximity of paradigmal 
rows, are much closer to sociology and political 
science than to political economy… and inter-
national relations theory” (Barygin, 2005: 118), 
he defines the goals of region studies through 
the necessity to solve the “basic” problem that 
depends on the paradigm applied:

• in the classical paradigm – “to explain 
the necessity of existence of a region”;

• in the modernist paradigm – “to un-
derstand why the region is this way”; “to show 
that some regions lead due to a higher level of 
rationality, the influence of “Protestant ethics”, 
the “correct” culture”;

• in the postmodernist paradigm – “to 
present one’s own model of studying a region”;

• in the globalization paradigm – “to de-
fine the reasons for the global changes of world 
regions”;

• in the gender paradigm – “to define 
the gender consequences and the reasons for 
the global changes of world regions” (Barygin, 
2005: 119).

In Russian disciplines the interpretations 
of the gist, the goals and objectives of regional 
science differ from those of Western scholars. 
W. Isard, the founder of Regional Science, 
the first President, later Honorаry Chairman 
of the International Association of Region-
al Science considers Regional Science to be 
“…a social science field, focusing upon spac-
es and systems of spaces, regions and systems 

of regions, location and system of locations” 
(Isard, 2003: 187). W. Isard draws attention to 
the fact that regional science is a social sci-
ence; it studies, first of all, the human and the 
forms of special interaction related to human 
activity. Regional science focuses on behav-
ioral issues and social institutions. According 
to W. Isard, this is how regional science is 
different from geography: geography focuses 
mainly on the physical and biological details 
of spatial aspects whereas regional science is 
primarily oriented towards analysis of social 
processes (Isard, 2003: 187).

Whereas the object of Regional Science 
is regions of subnational (sub-state) level, the 
object of Area Studies is countries and groups 
of countries – macroregions. Area Studies as a 
field of knowledge and a university discipline 
arose in the USA in the second half of 1940-s. A 
rapid development of the discipline was caused 
by strategic efforts and significant funding; 
the reasons for the relevance of this sphere of 
knowledge were the beginning of the Cold War 
and the related necessity to study the enemy in 
the War. As N. Smith points out, the reason for 
such a discipline to appear in the USA was the 
insufficiency of academic geographic knowl-
edge in this country and, as a consequence, the 
inability to provide the state with the knowl-
edge about the postwar world (Smith, 2010: 24). 
J. D. Sideway argues that Area Studies became 
a way of thinking, when regions are seen as a 
way to apply combined interdisciplinary theo-
ries and, accordingly, a tool of organization of 
academic knowledge (Sideway, 2012: 4). The 
end of the Cold War as well as the growth and 
strengthening of globalization processes in the 
world have led to the need to rethink and re-
conceptualize Area Studies. The search for the 
new paradigm is present in the works of such 
scholars as D. Ludden, D. Szanton, W. Schafer 
etc. There is a variety of interpretations of the 
new paradigm. A number of scholars believe 
that Area Studies are to develop in the con-
text of globalization processes. For instance, 
D. Ludden argues that the theory of Area Stud-
ies should be reconsidered taking globaliza-
tion into account (Ludden, 2000). W. Schafer 
supports the idea and believes that the future 
of regional science lies in uniting global and 
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local studies (Schafer, 2010). D. Szanton offers 
a different angle: he does not relate the mod-
ern paradigm of Area Studies to global stud-
ies, considering it an umbrella term for a whole 
row of academic disciplines that all have five 
necessary properties. The properties are as 
follows: language proficiency, field studies of 
languages, focus on local history and local in-
terpretations, the search for and grounding of 
a holistic approach to studying a region, multi-
disciplinary interaction among scholars (Szan-
ton, 2004). The described angle differs from 
the one Regional Science is usually regarded 
from and reasonably changes the goals and the 
objectives of the academic discipline of Area 
Studies.

In the works of scholars of non- English- 
speaking countries there are authentic trends 
in defining the goals and the objectives of re-
gional science. In particular, in China such 
works are explicitly economy- oriented. The 
goal of a significant number of Chinese re-
gional studies can be generally defined as 
analysis of the problem of socio- economic 
misbalance among the regions. Attempts to 
find solutions as to overcome the misbalance 
are in regional science works of Chinese schol-
ars such as Bao Yuan (暴元), Wang Xuanxu-
an (王选选), Wei Yehua (魏也华), Li Zhongyi  
(李中一), Luo Yu (罗煜), Lu Zunhua (卢
遵华), Wu Peng (武鹏), Hu Zhaoliang  
(胡兆量), Zhang Wei (张玮), Qian Lexiang (钱
乐祥) (Makeeva, 2019: 226).

Shiba Nobuhiro (柴宜弘), a Japanese 
scholar, a member of the presidium of the Jap-
anese Association for Russian and East Euro-
pean Studies (ロシア・東欧学会) argues that the 
main objective of regional studies in Japan af-
ter World War II has been studying the cultures 
and societies of countries and regions in order 
to fully understand them, while in the United 
States, according to his opinion, Area Studies 
were initiated with the purpose of studying “the 
enemy”. That is why, as the scholar states, Doc-
toral Studies in Regional Studies (the program 
in Cultural Studies Department of Tokyo Uni-
versity that has functioned for over 20 years) 
are entitled Regional Cultural Studies (地域文
化研究), which emphasizes multidisciplinarity 
of the discipline; within the framework of the 

discipline, Culture is viewed broadly, as in-
cluding various kinds of human activity: pol-
itics, economy etc. (Shiba, 2016).

Results
The heterogeneous definitions offered by 

scholars and listed above allow making several 
conclusions that are crucial for further develop-
ment of regional science.

Firstly, region as the object of studies im-
plies a variety of approaches to studying re-
gional development. Region as the object of 
studies requires tools of a significant number 
of disciplines (geography, economics, political 
science, sociology, philosophy, linguistics, eth-
nology etc.) and their branches (area studies, 
local areas studies, economic geography, in-
ternational relations theory, social philosophy, 
sociology of regions, ethnolinguistics etc.).

Secondly, more and more scientists turn to 
the interdisciplinary approach to the study of 
a region and continue to increase the number 
of interdisciplinary sub-branches of sciences 
crossing the boundaries of concrete disciplines 
and entering the area of transdisciplinarity. 
L. Kiyashchenko and V. Moiseev explain the 
difference between the first and the second 
approach in the following way: “the situation 
of interdisciplinarity is the situation of trans-
ferring the knowledge from one discipline to 
another one while maintaining disciplinary di-
vide… In other words, interdisciplinarity pro-
vides additional methodological enrichment 
of what is inside inderdisciplinary divide… 
The situation of transdisciplinarity… implies 
breaking strict disciplinary divide of scientif-
ic knowledge, they become “passable”, which 
facilitates different kinds of systems that are 
“above” disciplinary divide, “inter”-system 
entities, “extra” systems etc.” (Kiyashchenko, 
2010, cit. Lysak, 2014: 135).

Numerous scientific schools and their rep-
resentatives turn to transdisciplinarity as to a 
more productive and progressive approach: 
Edgar Morin Institute of Modern Anthropol-
ogy in Paris, International Centre for Trans-
disciplinary Research, in Russian science – 
L. Kiyashchenko, V. Moiseev, E. Knyazeva 
and others (Lysak, 2014: 135). Presumably, 
complex study of a region today needs de-
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veloping a theory of transdisciplinarity as 
one of the most productive approaches to this  
kind of studies.

Thirdly, the enrichment of the scientific 
base of region studies should rely upon the ex-
perience of different schools and the integra-
tion of their achievements into a general meth-
odological area. Such work is being done – in 
particular, A. Voskresenskiy seeks to construct 
a non- Western (from China’s angle) theory of 
international relations with the aim to further 
the study of world regions (Voskresenskiy, 
2013). The extension of such an approach and 
its use in the transdisciplinary area is one of the 
greatest challenges that regional science faces 
today.

Basing on the approaches that have been 
analyzed above and the definition that has been 
suggested (Makeeva, 2018: 10), we aim to de-
fine the gist and the content of transdisciplinary 
regionology, its goals and objectives.

Transdisciplinary regionology is a science 
that focuses on the economic and geographic, 
cultural and historic, sociopolitical and lin-
guistic singularity of regions, defines laws of 
disproportional regional development in the 
world community, and relies on the theoretical 
and methodological base of studies of regional 
development processes in regions – the objects 
of study.

As the above mentioned definition im-
plies, the goal of this science is to reveal the 
laws of disproportional development of the 
regions of the world basing on the transdisci-
plinary approach and the scientific- pragmatic 
experience of the region or group of regions 
under study.

We see the following objectives as the ba-
sic ones:

1) studying the peculiarities of develop-
ment of economy, politics, society, culture, his-
tory, the languages of different regions of the 
world;

2) on the basis of data on the peculiarities 
of the region, defining laws and factors of their 
disproportional development using complex 
transdisciplinary analysis and theoretical and 
methodological achievements on the regions 
under study;

3) assessing the developed, offered and 
implemented strategies to improve regional 
economic and sociopolitical systems, forecast-
ing perspectives of regional development.

The first of the objectives helps synchro-
nize in one framework the approaches and 
tools of disciplines that study a region from 
different angles: economy, geography, political 
science, sociology, cultural anthropology, eth-
nology, history, linguistics etc. The second ob-
jective allows developing in the framework of 
transdisciplinary regionology an independent 
theory and methodology, enriched by national 
schools of regional science. The third objective 
is to solve practical problems of regional devel-
opment.

The goal and the objectives of transdisci-
plinary regionology are suggested in this arti-
cle in a most generalized form and need further 
correction and extension. With this in mind, we 
believe that the development of the discipline 
considered is crucial for further development 
of the theory of sciences focusing on regions as 
well as for the promotion of applied research in 
this sphere.
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Современная трансдисциплинарная  
регионология: цели и задачи

Е. В. Кремнёв, Е. В. Лесниковская,  
О. В. Кузнецова
Иркутский государственный университет
Российская Федерация, Иркутск

Аннотация. Основной целью исследования, результаты которого представлены 
в данной статье, является попытка определить цель и задачи новой научной дисци-
плины —  трансдисциплинарной регионологии —  с учетом опыта российских и зару-
бежных научных школ. Предметом исследования выступают подходы к определению 
целей и задач региональных исследований в различных школах. Для изучения этих 
подходов в качестве основных методов авторы используют системный, сравнитель-
ный, концептуальный и терминологический анализ. В статье рассматривается про-
цесс формирования нового научного направления, которое объединяет достижения 
школ, ориентированных на изучение регионов и региональных процессов. Авторы 
обосновывают трансдисциплинарность как основную характеристику новой науч-
ной дисциплины и объясняют выбор термина «регионология». Результаты работы 
могут быть применены при теоретической разработке терминологического и мето-
дологического аппарата в региональных исследованиях, а также при планировании 
прикладных работ в этой области. В заключении авторы делают вывод о том, что 
в качестве основной цели трансдисциплинарной регионологии следует постулировать 
выявление закономерностей неравномерного развития регионов мира на основе транс-
дисциплинарного подхода с опорой на научно-   прагматический опыт исследуемого 
региона или группы регионов, что определяет формулировку ее конкретных задач.

Ключевые слова: региональная наука, регионоведение, регион, страноведение, 
проблемное страноведение, мировое комплексное регионоведение, социокультурное 
регионоведение, глобалистика, регионология, трансдисциплинарная регионология.
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